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titles from that corporation, that, having no title 
itself, it could make none to tts vendees. 

| repeat, again, so that everybody may under- 
stand, that the Vincennes University took posses- 
sion of these lands, and sold about twenty-three 
hundred acres to private individuals. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. Four thousand acres. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Well, no matter about the 
amount. I think it was two thousand three hun- 
dred acres. In 1807, Congress confirmed the titles 
of the individuals to whom those lands were sold, 
showing that Congress did not understand that 
any grant had been made to the Vincennes Uni- 
versity, or that that University had any power to 
sell or convey them. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. My colleague is mistaken 
about one fact. The Vincennes University sold 
four thousand acres of the land, leaving nineteen 
thousand acres that were not sold. Congress 
afterwards confirmed the titles of the men who 
bought those four thousand acres from the Vin- 
cennes University, thus indicating that the title 
siven by the University was not a good title of 
itself. Afterwards, from 1822 up, the State of 
Indiana, by virtue of State legislation, sold the 
remainder of the township, placed the money de- 
rived from the sales in the State treasury, and 
used the interest of the money for the benefit of 
the State institution. The Vincennes University 
brought this suit to recover that money, and the 
Supreme Court of the United States has decided 
that the Vincennes University can take that money 
from the State of Indianaand the State institution. 

Vr. DUNHAM. I was mistaken simply as 
to the amount of land sold, and not as to the fact 
that Congress, by thus confirming the titles of 
the purchasers, evidently gave its opinion that 
this land did not belong to the Vincennes Uni- 
versity. 

Mr. MILLSON. Not necessarily. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Well, I should like to know 
if the gentleman thinks that Congress would con- 
firm a title which they thought good? Would 
the purchasers come here and ask a confirmation 
of a title that they had no doubt about? The 
citizens of Indiana, who have bought land from 
the General Government, never come here to ask 
Congress to confirm their titles, because they rely 
upon those titles, and feel that they are good and 
safe. 

But, to proceed with the facts of the case: After 
the State of Indiana came into the Union, the cor- 
poration of the Vincennes University became dis- 
organized; and from that time until it was revived, 
many years afterwards, for the purpose of bring- 
ing this suit, it had no actual existence whatever; 
to this day, as I understand, there is no school 
organized under that corporation. The reorgan- 
ization of the corporation was for no other pur- 
pose in the world than to endeavor to filch from 
the State of Indiana the land which its Univer- 
sity had been enjoying for so long a time for the 
benefit of those interested in that corporation. 

Mr. CRAIGE. Where is the University ? 

Mr. DUNHAM. It is within the limits of In- 
diana. 

Mr. CRAIGE. Has there been any act of 
Congress by which that State can be deprived of 
the land? 

Mr. DUNHAM. If the decision of the Su- 
preme Court of the United States and the gentle- 
man be right, there has been an act of Congres’ 
by which they have been deprived of it. The in- 
tention of Congress in making the grant to Indi- 
ana for the establishment of a State University, is 
no more carried out than if that institution stood 
on the other side of the Wabash river, in the 
State of Illmois. It was organized for the land 
district embracing a portion of Illinois and a por- 
tion of Michigan, as well as Indiana. 

A private corporation, over which Indiana has 
no control, and which, I again say, is only nom- 
inally In existence, and has not been since that 
State took possession of this land for the endow- 
ment of the State University. 
this Vincennes University revived its corporate 
powers. The purpose for which this was done 
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was not known for some time later still, when it 
brought suits against the persons to whom the 
State had sold the land contained in this township 
to dispossess them. I want to call particular at- 
tention to this matter, for here is involved the ques- 

| tion of the statute of limitations, which my friend 
talks so much about, and which is the only thing 
now left for the defense of this suit. Suits were 
brought against the persons to whom | have re- 
ferred before the statute of limitations obtained. 
Therefore the individual purchasers, to whom the 
Srate of Indiana was bound to make good their 
titles, could not have set up that as a defense 
against the suit brought against them. 

In 1846 or 1847, I do not remember which, but 
it does not matter, the State of Indiana, for the 
purpose of securing the citizens who had purchased 
these lands, proposed to the Vincennes University, 
that if it would dismiss the suit against the indi- 
viduals, it should have authority to bring suit 
against theState,so that the title to the land might 
be tested. It was her duty to do so. Now, 
submit to any lawyer upon this floor, of what 
value the statute of limitation is under such cir- 
cumstances? ‘The statute of limitation had not 
run when suit was brought against those individ- 
uals. The State of Indiana stepped in and took 
the position of those individuals, and had the onus 
of the suit transferred from them to herself. Is 
there any lawyer on this floor who will say that 
the State of Indiana stood in any better position, 
and can avail herself of the statute of limitations 
any more than the individuals whom she relieved ? 
Most assuredly not; and so little was thought of 
that defense, that it was scarcely mooted in the 
courts below, and no allusion was made to it what- 
ever in the supreme court of the State, or the Su- 
preme Court of the United States. 

A Member. It never came to the point. 

Mr. DUNHAM. It never came to the point 
in the Supreme Court of the United States. In 
the court below all the questions were litigated. 
If gentlemen will look at the plea itself, as put in 
by the counsel, and see the negligent manner in 
which it was drawn, they will judge at once that 
no particular reliance was placed upon it whatever. 

The gentleman from Virginia |[Mr. Miiison} 
seems to think that the claim of the Vincennes 
University must be barred by the statute of limit- 
ations, or else such a plea would not have been 
pleaded. That is a novel reasontruly. It would 
be rather a violent presumption, | should think, to 
presume that everything asserted in a plea must 
be true. My experience is, that things are often 
set up by the pleadings in a case that nobody 
dreams can be established by the proofs. 

Then there is the other point, so successfully 
made by my colleague from the eighth district. It 
is this: If there were no grant of this land to the 
State of Indiana by the act of 1816, then the State 
of Indiana took possession of it without even the 
color of title, and the citizens deriving from her 
are in possession without any title whatever. If 
this law did not grant a shadow of title, then those 
persons who hold under it are mere trespassers; 
and will the gentleman undertake to say that a 
mere trespasser upon lands can successfully plead 
the statute of limitations against the legal owner? 
Is there a lawyer on this floor who wotild enter- 
tain a doubt upon it for one moment? But | think 
I can elucidate that matter so that everybody can 
appreciate the propriety of falling back upon that 
plea, however frivolous it may appear, and ask- 
ing for the passage of this bill before ,he final de- 
cision of the case. 

This University is a flourishing and prosperous 
institution. ‘The youth of our citizens all over 
the State have there facilities for education. If 
these funds are withdrawn before the deficiency is 
made up from some other source, the mstitution 
must be suspended, and its usefulness, for the time 
being at least, destroyed, however much we might 
make up this deficiency afierwards. And from this 
point | come to look at the gentleman’s amend- 
ment. The true policy of the State University, 
therefore, was to endeavor, by some plan, to keep 

| the case from a final adverse decision until the 


State, through hec Representatives, should come 
here and appeal to you for justice, and ask you to 
endow and maintain this institution as it was in- 
tended that it should have been endowed and main- 
tained when the original grant was made; that the 
fund which it now enjoys might not be impaired; 
that its corps of professors might not be broken 
up, and that the institution might not be disorgan- 
ized. Witha view to this the plea of the statute 
of limitations has been relied upon, Does any- 
body see in this anything dishonest? Is there any- 
body who sees in it anything doubtful? Is there 
anybody who will not say that this was a correct 
and very proper line of policy to be pursued on 
the part of the friends of this University? This 
bill, if now passed as it is, will enable the insti- 
tution to maintain its position and its usefulness. 

A Memober. It will give the University a de- 
gree of credit. ‘ 

Mr. DUNHAM. Yes, sir; it would give it 
public credit, or rather,it would sustain the credit 
it already has. Adopt the gentleman’s amend- 
ment, and the whole object and benefit of the 
policy which has been pursued will be defeated. 
And a word as to that amendment. 

Mr. MILLSON. I had not prepared the amend- 
ment when I stated to the committee the scope of 
it; but | have since drawn up the amendment, so 
that the gentleman [Mr. Dunnam] might have an 
opportunity of speaking toit. The amendment, 
Mr. Chairman, is as follows: 

Provided nevertheless, That this act shall not take effect 
until the suit noW pending in the supreme court of Indiana, 
by the trustees of the Vincennes University against the 
State of Indina, be finally determined; and unless the de- 
cision of the said suit shall be in favor of the plaintiffs, and 
shall deprive the said State, or those claimiog under her, of 
the township which is the subject matter of the suit, 


Mr. DUNHAM. Since I have had the honor 
of a seat in this body, now going on five years, I 
have seldom, if ever, asked anything for the local 
interests of my district. I come here now because 
I feel the justness of the claim which I have pre- 
sented, and because I am impressed with the use- 
fulness of the Institution, which I desire to per- 
petuate. I hope, therefore, | may ask for this 
your liberal consideration. 

Sir, if the amendment of the honorable centle- 
man from Virginia [Mr. Mitison] isadopted, what 
will be the result? The very object, I repeat, 
sought to be accomplished by the policy I have 
referred to will be defeated. If you have any 
doubt as to how the question of the statute of lim- 
itation wi)l be decided, then adopt the gentleman’s 
amendment. But is there any doubt of it? ‘The 
facts you have before you, and you can judge for 
yourselves. Can you see anything to hang even 
a doubt upon, suppose the amendment is adopted ? 
The case cannot be submitted to the court until 
spring, and it will then be a year, or a year and 
a half, before a decision will be rendered, how- 
ever plain the case, because the court is behind in 
its business; and the case cannot be reached in ita 
turn, and it will not be taken up out of it. 

We ask this land to be granted within our own 
State. We do not seek to go out of it. Weare 
willing, although at this late day, with none but 
refuse lands left unsold within ourborders; we 
are, | say, willing to take this deficiency within 
the State of Indiana; there being scarcely any 
available lands remaining, even of an inferior char- 
acter. Before this case can be decided they wil 
all be absorbed, and | would not give a rush for 
the grant you make us by this bill, with the 
amendment. You give us but the mockery of a 
grant—a relief which is no relief. By the time 
this grant could be made available, under such an 
amendment, there would be none left, and we 
would feel—the University would feel—and the 
State would feel, that they must give up the fight, 
and that this institution of learning, of which we 
are so justly proud—whose rays have illumined 
so large a district of country—must go to decay. 
It would wither under the very uncerta’nty of 
such procrastination. 

Mr. ORR. I desire to make an inquiry of the 
gentleman. I do not perceive the force of the 
| gentleman’s reasoning, in reference to the amend- 
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ment offered by the gentleman from Virginia, 
{Mr. Miiison.] Llow long will it be before the 
suit can be terminated ? , 

Mr. DUNHAM. From one to two years. 

Mr.ORR. Why? 

Mr. DUNHAM. Because, as I have before 
stated, after the case is submitted, which will not 
be until spring, on account of the immense busi- 
ness before the court, it must necessarily be a 
lone time before it can be reached in its order for 
de By the time the decision can be had | 
would not give a rush for the grant under this bill 
with such an amendment, I state it asa tact, well 
known by every one of my colleagues, that there 
are now | unsold within our State no good 
lands; they are all taken up—the refuse only left. 
Railroads are penetrating—as you will see, by a 
reference to the map—every part of the State, and 
wherever these railroads go every acre of land, at 
al] availably, is at once absorbed. 

Mr. ORR. Suppose, when this case comes to 
be tried by the supreme court of Indiana, that the 
decision should be adverse to the claim of the 
Vineennes University. How, then, is Congress 
to repair the injury it has done by granting to 
Indiana three townships for the State University, 
when it was her intention to grant only two? 

Mr. DUNHAM. Can the gentleman, whom 
I know to be a good lawyer—can anybody— 
with the facts before them, doubt as to what the 
decision must be? 


Mr. PECKHAM. 


ton. 


ell 


if the amendment prevails, 


who is to carry on the suit on both sides? 
Mr. DUNHAM. That is a very pertinent in- 
quiry. Nobody will be interested in doing so. 


‘The University will not want to draw upon its 
funds to maintain a suit when she has nothing to 
rain; for if the decision is in its favor she only 
reiains what she now has; she gains nothing. If it 
isagainst it, she will havethe present grant. ‘The 
State will have no interest in doing so, nothing to 
gain by it, but directly the reverse. 

Mr. MILLSON. I was aware of that when | 
submitted the amendment I did, but I thought 
that I could repose confidence in the Indiana ju- 
diciary. 

Mr. DUNHAM. [repose great confidence in 
the decisions of the judiciary of Virginia. Decis- 
ions have been made in Virginia, however, in 
favor of claims to be paid out of the general Treas- 
ury, Which, upon close examination, might have 
been decided otherwise. Any man who knows 
anything of public business must at once concede 
that, in a suit where everybody is to gain by a 
decision in one way, and to lose by a decision 
upon the other, that there will not be a very hard 
fight. I trust, however, that, under any circum- 
stances, Indiana will do her duty. 

Mr. BISSELL. Although I am not at all satis- 
fied that this case has real merits, such as ought 
to secure it a passage through this House, yet | 
can hardly forbear remarking that it is brought 
here rather prematurely. 1 think that after this 
pending lawsuit shall have been terminated in some 
way, or in some form, then will be the time for the 
injured party to come here for redress. ‘Lhe case 
being such as the gentleman from Indiana states 
it—with all candor, | have no doubt—the lawsuit 
should have been dismissed. [ should have been 
pleased to vote for the bili; but with the lawsuit 
pending, the thing is an anomalous one, and [ can- 
not do so without it is amended. The matter is 
pending here at the same time that it is pending in 
court, and we are called upon to decide upon the 
question when it is still uncertain whether, by the 
existing act, the State will not get the land. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. Will the gentleman allow 
me for a moment? 

Mr. Bissexs yielded the floor. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. The gentleman from IIli- 
nois says the suit ought to have been dismissed. 


Does the gentleman not know that the State of 


Indiana has no power to dismiss the suit ? 

Mr. BISSELL. I supposed the gentleman must 
have understood my meaning. I say the suit 
ought to have been determined or decided in some 
way. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I will inform the com- 
mittee how the case now stands. It has been 
decided in the Supreme Court of the United States, 
and the decision sent down to the supreme court 
of Indiana. In my jadgment, the supreme court 
of Indiana has nothing to do but to enter and carry 


out the decision of the Supreme Court of the United | 


States; but nothing can be done in the mattér until 
the case is reached in its regular order upon the 
do ket. 

Mr. BISSELL. 


nretend to 


As | remarked before, I do 
say how the case ought to have 
been got rid of, but I do say that it ought to have 
been disposed of in some form before the applica- 
tion was made here for the grant of another town- 
ship of land. 

Mr. DUNHAM. 1 look with great confidence 
to the judgment of the gentleman from I\linois in 
this matter, because 1 know he is perfectly aware 
of the rapid manner in which lands in his own 
State, as well as my own, have been disposed of; 
and because | know he 1s aware of the limited 
quantity which now remainsunsold; and I submit 
it to his judgment to say whether, if we were to 
waituntil this case could be decided in the supreme 
court of Indiana, the grant would 
and particularly when, as is very well known, if 
this fund were to be withdrawn from the State 
University, it would at once become insolvent? 

Mr. BISSELL. I admit that the case made 
out by the ventleman appe ils very strongly to my 
feelings; and if the bill can be put in a shape to 
obviate the objection | have raised, J should very 
cheerfully vote for it, although |} very great 
doubts as to but | have every disposi- 
‘Therefore, 
if the House will adopt the amendment proposed 
by the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Mixison,] 
the bill shall have my support, but without some 
such provision, | think the gentleman ought not 
to ask us to vote for the bill. 

We know—we all know the uncertainty there 
is in the issue of a lawsuit; and, although it may 
be very plain to the gentleman now as he sees the 
case, that the suit will be decided adversely to the 
State, yet it would not be a strange matter at all 
if it sh turn out entirely different; for, as I 
have already said, there is nothing more uncertain 
than the issue of a 1 think, therefore, 
that it will be proper for the House to adopt the 
amendment of the gentleman from Virginia, which 
will secure the rights of the Government in case 
the decision of the courts should be diiferent from 
what the gentleman now expects. There are 
many interests involved in this matter, of so gen- 
eral a nature to the people of Indiana, that, per- 
haps, after all, some arrangement can be made by 
which the case can be disposed of out of this Halli. 

Mr. DUNHAM. It can only be settled by the 
other party withdrawing the suit. 

Mr. BISSELL. Well, then, perhaps the other 
parties will withdraw the suit. 

Mr. DUNHAM. There is certainly no pros- 
pect of it. 

Mr. ORR. I have been very strongly inclined 
to vote for the bill which has been advocated with 
so much zeal and ability by my friend from In- 
diana, [Mr. Dunnam,] and 1 am still inclined to 
vote for it, with the amendment offered by the 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Mituson.] I con- 
fess that | am not able to see how the effect of that 
amendment will be sach as my honorable friend 
[Mr. Pecxnam,] 
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from New York, sitting near me, | 
seems to suppose; that, if the donation is made to 
depend upon the decision of the courts in the case 
now parties may not 
faith. | am not disposed to think that the Indiana 
State University willattempt, | 


byanye 


pending, the act in good 
' j ilusion, to 
obtain more from Congress than it cjitimately 
entitled to. I takeit for granted that they will. in 
rood faith, see that the suit is determined aceord- 
ing to law, and that they will leave no step not 
taken td& see that it is decided favorably to the 
interest of the State. z 
Mr. PECKHAM. Suppose the amendment 
be adopted, and the bill passed, who is to pay the 
expenses of carrying on the lawsuit? 
r. ORR. Counsel have already been em- 


} 
is 


M 
ployed by both these parties—by the Vincennes 
University, and by the State of Indiana.. Those 
counsel have carried the case through the State 
courts of Indiana, and afterwards to the Supreme 
Court of the United States; and it has now gone 
back to the supreme court of the State of Indiana. 
I suppose that very little additional expense will 
be devolved upon either the State or the Vincennes 
Institute, and I should presume, at least, that they 
would practice sufficient good faith not to collude 
together for the purpose of defrauding Congress. 
There is a strong equity 





Mr. HENDRICKS (interposing.) I will sug- | 


ve worth having? | 
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gest to the gentleman from South Carolina why 
Indiana would not collude for any such purpose 
She has now to take refuse land—land that is no: 
worth, perhaps, fifty or seventy-five cents per 
acre, instead of the best land there was in Indians 
The township which Congress had given, as [). 
diana supposed, was of the very first quality, and 
brought the highest price in the market. ~ 

Mr. ORR. Well, then, the State of Indiang 
would not consent to any collusion, because jt js 
to her interest to retain the township already 
granted. Now, as to the objection made by the 
gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Dunnam,] againgt 
the amendment of the gentleman from Virginia, 
operating as a postponement of this case, all | can 
say is, that if the State of Indiana permits the 
docket of her court to be encumbered by cases go 
that justice cannot be reached within a period of 
two years after acase has been appealed upon, I do 
not know that it is in the power or duty of Cop- 
gress to afford her any redress. In passing this 
bill, if we pass it all, we should take care to put 
such guards in it that Congress may not give more 
to Indiana than is intended. 

I take it that there is a strong equity in favor of 
the passage of the bill. 1 do not know but what, 
in strict law, it ought to be passed. It was the 
intention of Congress in 1816, when the State of In- 
diana was admitted into the Union, to grant to that 
State two townships of land, for the purpose of 
endowing a State University. That is very clear, 
as shown by the reading of the act, and by simi- 
lar legislation extended to all the other States 
having land on their admission. Immediately after 
the State was admitted into the Union, they pro- 
ceeded to institute a State University, and applied 
these townships for its endowment. 

The first township was reserved in 1804, and the 
second was granted to the State in 1816, and the 
act contemplated, as its phraseology indicates, the 
granting of the first township, which had been previ- 


| ously reserved merely from sale. ‘The first was a re- 


| not 


| versity. 


‘the Vincennes University. 


servation, not a grant or donation, and I think the 
Supreme Court of the United States ought so to 
have decided. Such decision would have been in 
conformity with the intention of Congress, as ex- 
emplified in all its acts upon this subject. Well, 
when the State organized its University, under- 
standing that Congress had, by the act of 1816, 
granted the two townships, it took possesion of 
both townships, and claimed the title to the same, 
although the trustees of the Vincennes Institut: 
had,some years before, claimed the first township 
reserve in 1804, and had long before that proceeded 
to sell some three or four thousand acres of the 
township. Here, then, was a conflict as to the 
lands in the first township between the State Uni- 
versity and the Vincennes Institute; but when the 
claim was made formally by the State, the trus- 
tees of the Vincennes University stood by, and did 
contest it. They surrendered all right and 
title to the land to the authorities of the State of 
Marviand. Upon that action of the trustees of 
the Vincennes University, surrendering any claim, 
at least by implication, they might have had, the 
State proceeded to sell the land, and to invest the 
proceeds of the sale for the benefit of the State Uni- 
These events occurred sometime about 
1820. 

in 1845, orthereabout, sixteen or eighteen years 
after the State had thus taken possession of the 
land, some lawyer, no doubt, in rummaging over 
the dusty records of the Vincennes Institute, ad- 
vised the trustees of that defunct institution that 
if they would sue the holders of the land—those 
then in possession of it, by virtue of the sale made 
by the State of Indiana, for the benefit of the State 
University—it could be recovered for the benefit of 
: Hence actions were 
brought against those parties, and the State of In- 
diana, to protect her citizens to whom she hed 
geanted titles of the land, passed a law, saying to the 
trustees of the Vincennes University, If you will 
withdraw your actions against our citizens we wi! 
authorize you to bring action against the State, ani 
this question of titles can be determined. If you 
have the legal title we will account to you for the 
proceeds of the sale we have heretofore made. This 
proposition was made by the State of Indiana, and 
accepted by the trustees of the Vincennes Insti- 
tute. The action was brought, and it was decided 
in the supreme court of Indiana in favor of the 
State University. It was then carried to the Su- 
preme Court of the United States, and there de- 
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cided in favor of the Vincennes University. It 
was decided that the reservation of a township, in 
1804, was a donation, and nota reservation; the 
effect of which decision was to declare that the act 
of 1818, which purported to grant two townships, 
only granted one, and that the former township 
disposed of by the Territorial Government had 

een vested long before the passage of the act of 
18]8—or, in other words, that Congress could not, 
as intended, grant the township reserved in 1804; 
and hence the act of 1818 was defeated, Congress 
having no authority to grant what had previously 
een referred. There was but a bare majority of 
the Court in favor of the decision. The dissent- 
ing opinion was written by Chief Justice Taney, 
and concurred in by Judge Catron, and, I think, 
by Judge Daniel. The Court was divided four to 
‘ree, As a legal proposition, I think that the 
dissenting opinion was right. I may be wrong in 
that; and for that reason I believe that we should 
mass this bill, and carry out the intention of Con- 
PreSS. by granting to the State of Indiana two 
townships of land, within her limits, for a State 
University. We should do it in such a way, and 
with such guards, as to prevent our giving one 
township more than we intend to give. For that 
reason I think the gentleman’s amendment ought 
to be adopted. 

Mr. MILLSON. With the gentleman’s per- 
mission, | will correct him there. The gentleman 
says that we ought to carry out the obvious in- 
tention of Congress, and secure these two town- 
shins for the benefit of the Indiana State Univer- 
sity. It was never the intention of Congress to 
secure any of this land to the State University. 

Mr. ORR. It was granted to the State of In- 
diana for a State Seminary. I think that is the 
lanzuage. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. The precise language 
was, ‘*for a seminary of learning under her con- 
eee] ?? 

Mr. ORR. The Vincennes Institute was never 
organized by the Legislature of Indiana at all. It 
was organized under the territorial government. 
The State Legislature of Indiana never sanctioned 
or approved of it in one way or the other; and if 
you do not make this donation, the effect will be 


that the sales which Indiana has made, and the 
funds she has already invested for the benefit of 
this University of hers, will have to be with- 
drawn, and the University left in a crippled and 
perhaps decaying condition. Now, the difficulty 
grew up, | have no doubt, in consequence of the 
careless and loose phraseology of the act of 1816. 
I think Congress may well carry out the purpose 
originally intended for the benefit of the State 
institution. It is true that the effect is to give [n- 
diana three townships of land instead of two—not 
to the State, but two to the State and one to the 
ciuzens, who, by some legerdemain, have secured 
one of these townships by the decision of the 
court, I think the decision in the supreme court 
of Indiana, pursuing the decision of the Supreme 
Court of the United States, will be adverse to the 
claim of the State of Indiana, and she will lose 
the land. 

The amendment of the gentleman from Virginia 
[Mr. Mittsonx] ought to be adopted to prevent 
our giving too much; and if Indiana chooses to 


incumber her dockets, as I said at the outset of 


my remarks, with cases two or three years in ad- 
vance, let the responsibility rest on her, and not 
on Congress. 

Mr. ENGLISH. As one member of the In- 
diana delegation, [ should have no objection to 
the amendment proposed by the gentleman from 
Virginia, {[Mr. Mixison,} provided that he will 
allow it to be modified in one respect; and I think 
when I make the suggestion, that it will meet with 
the concurrence of the committee as well as the 
gentleman himself. The bill provides that the 
land to be selected under this grant shall be taken 
from any unentered lands within the State of In- 
diana. The amendment proposes, before the se- 
lection shall be made, that a certain suit shall be 
decided, which is now pending in the supreme 
court of that State. The difficulty is. this: Before 
the case can be reached on the calendar, and de- 
ciled by the court, all the unentered land now 
remaining in the State will have been absorbed by 
private entry,and no land will be left. Therefore, 
if the gentleman will allow his amendment to be 
modified, so as to allow of entry upon the unen- 
tered land of the United States generally, I will 
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agree to the amendment, for one, and would be 


| glad to see itadopted. | would submit that amend- 


ment. 

Mr. BISSELL. I am opposed to this amend- 
ment for various reasons, which | do not care 
now to present. l only rise for the purpose of 
making a friendly suggestion to the friends of 
this bill, which is, that they shall provide by an 
amendment that Indiana shall have the privilege 
of immediately, selecting these lands, and that 
they shall be held in reservation for the same un- 
til the termination of this suit, when she shal! be 
entitled to the land, if the suit should be de 
in favor of the Vincennes University. 

Mr. DUNHAM. My only objection to that 
amendment is this, that the land cannot be se- 
lected without a great deal of trouble. (The 
remainder of the gentieman’s remarks were utter 
ly inaudible to the Reporter. ] 

Several Members. ‘‘Question!’’ “Question !”’ 

Mr. ORR. 1 hope the gentleman from Illinois 
[Mr. Bisset] will introduce an amendment to 
the effect he proposes. 

Mr. BISSELL. I have not reduced the amend- 
ment to writing. Indeed, I care very little about 
it. Lam willing to vote for the bill if there be a 
provision embodied in it which shall obviate this 
danger. I makethis suggestion, more with a view 
of being friendly to the bill, than for any other 
purpose. I have not reduced the amendment to 
Writing, nor do [ care to do go. 

Mr. DUNHAM. If the gentleman from Ili- 
nois [Mr. Bisseixi] will suggest a way to obvi- 
ate the difficulty, | shall most cheerfully accept 
his amendment. But I see no way to obviate the 
difficulty. If you accept the amendment of the 
gentleman from Illinois, the lands selected for the 
use of the university could not be brought into 
market and made available for some considerable 
length of time—say for five years; and, in the 
mean time, our State University must necessarily 
be broken up. : 

Mr. BISSELL. Why, Mr. Chairman, the 
gentleman [Mr. Dunnam] has just told us of the 
great rapidity with which the land is snapped up 
in that part of the country, and that if they had to 
wait two years for this township, there would be 
no land to get. He told us of the eagerness with 
which purchasers are rushing there to swallow up 
all the little fragments of land that are left. And 
now he tells us that he believes, if in two years 
from this time the university came into possession 
of this land, they would find difficulty in making 
immediate sale. 

Mr. DUNHAM. If this decision is not ren- 
dered in one year, I ask the gentleman what is to 
become of the university? It will be disorganized. 

Mr. BISSELL. I am willing to take the gen- 
tleman’s word for it. He tells us that the lands 
will all beeniered up. So that even if permission 
be given to the university to take a township, there 
will not be any land in the State for the university 
to appropriate. If that be the case, how then is 
it possible that, in a few years from this time, the 
lands which may be selected now will find no pur- 
chasers? 

Several Members. ‘** Question!’’ **Question!’’ 

The CHAIRMAN. The question before the 
committee ‘is on the amendment to the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. LETCHER. Read it 

The Clerk read the amendment, as follows: 

‘* Progided further, That said State shall make her selec 
tion of land out of any land of the United States subject to 
private enmtry.”’ 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Would that au- 
thorize the State of Indiana to locate those lands 
within the limits of another State? 

The CHAIRMAN. It would have that effect. 

Mr. JONES. Well, sir, | would certainly pre- 
fer that the amendment should so read as that the 
State of Indiana shall locate them within her own 
borders. 

TheCHAIRMAN. Theamendment is not sub- 
ject to amendment. Thereis already an amend- 
ment pending to an amendment. 

Mr. BISSELL. The gentleman will allow me 
to state an objection to that. We know that in 
these various railroad grants there are lands re- 
served, subject to private entry, to use the lan- 
guage of the bilis, held at the price of two dollars 
and a half per acre. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The great objec- 
| tion is the allowing one State to hold lands within 
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the borders of another. I hope the amendment 
will be voted down. 

Mr. ENGLISH. I accept the 
made by the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Bus- 
SELL,}] and am willing to insert in the proper 
place a provision that the lands shall be selected 
from those subject to entry, at the rate of one dol- 
lar and a quarter per acre. 

Mr. LANE, of Indiana. It may be that the 
States where lands are held by the Government 
will have objections to another State becoming a 
landholder therein, and I hope the gentleman will 
withdraw his amendment. 

Mr. BISSELL. I have frequently spoken 
upon this subject, and I did not think I should 
rise again. ; 


suggestion 


It is not in accordance with the policy adopted 
by Congress to permit one State, in which pul lic 
lands lie, to go into another State and select dona- 
tions made to it by Congress for the.purposes of 
education; and I do not think the principle of al- 
lowing them to do so would be right. I[t is ad- 
mitted that there is an abundance of lands in In- 
diana—lands which are so valuable that they are 
being entered upon every day with great rapidity; 
and still, when you propose to grant that State an 
entire township, they ask permission to go out 
into other land States to select it, wherever they 
can find better land than their own. That is a 
thing which has never been done, or, at least, a 
thing which has not been practiced. I should 
like to know upon what principle it ought to be 
done now? When you give lands to a State for 
educational purposes, and there are lands in that 
State, you certainly will restrict her to her own 
limits in making the selection 

Mr. EASTMAN. [am opposed to the amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman last up. That 
amendment, if | understand it, proposes to allow 
the State of Indiana to go beyond her own limits, 
and into other States, and take public lands there 
which are subject to privateentry. | am in favor 
of the bill itself, and | believe all the members from 
the Western States are inclined to support it with 
their votes; but I tell the gentleman from Indiana, 
[Mr. Dunnam,] that however much I might desire 
to vote for the bill, if the amendment to which I 
refer is attached to it, I shall vote against it; and 
I hopeand believe every gentleman from the West- 
ern States will do the same. Wedo not want the 
State of Indiana, or any other State, to become a 
great landholder within our State, neither will we 
consent to it by our votes, or directly or indirectly 
countenance it. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I appeal to the gen- 
tleman to withdraw his amendment proposed to 
this bill. I have one which I think will satisfy 
the House, but I will not offer it now. 

Mr. ENGLISH. I desire to say to the gentle- 
man from Wisconsin [Mr. EastTMANn] that I too 
prefer the bill in its present shape; and if all the 
amendments shall be voted down, I shall have no 
But if the gentleman from Virginia 
[Mr. Mittson] insists upon the adoption of the 
amendment which he has proposed, I shall insist 
upon the one which I have offered as an amend- 
ment to his amendment. I prefer the bill as it is 
now. But as itis the request of several of my col- 
leagues, | withdraw my amendment for the pres- 
ent 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I do not know 
that I exactly understand this proposition, or the 
principle upon which this land is asked for. If I 
do, it seems to me that it is a question-of giving 
to the State an additional township of land, and 
not whether we shall vote the right to her to locate 
land in lieu of the township which she has here- 
tofore lost. If I understand the facts of the case, 
about the year 1804 two townships of land were 
set apart for the benefit of a Unive rsity within the 
State of Indiana. ‘There was one at that time, or 
shortly afterwards, in existence at Vincennes. 
That institution got possession, and enjoyed the 
benefit of one of these townships of land. Ata 
subsequent period of time, another State institu- 
tion was established at Bloomington, which got 
possession of and kept the other township. ‘The 
Bloomington institution sued for the one, the en- 
joyment of which had been in the possession of 
the Vincennes institution. 

Mr. DUNHAM. The gentleman is mistaken 
in his facts. The Vincennes University sold only 
about four thousand acres of the first township of 
land reserved. When the State of Indiana was 
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reme court, 
who may be supposed at least to be impartial, and 
who, we may conclude, have made a correct 
cision in this matter ? 

The gentleman from Indiana 
ment, 


de- 


says in his argu- 
I believe, that that court was composed of 
a bare quorum when they dec ided the question 

He says that there were but seven members of the 
court present. The court when full is composed 
of nine members, and five is a quorum. Four 
judges out of seven made the decision to which 
the gentleman objects. I think, as I before said, 
that this is simply a question whether we will 
give to the State of Indiana an additional town- 


ship of land or not, and not a question whether 
we are bound to vote another as an act of justice 


under the former law. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I have buta word tosay. If 
this were a case between two land speculators, | 
should be inclined to vote for such an amendment 
as this, for the purpose of putting the measure 
upon the ground of strict right against them. But 
it must be apparent to every member of the com- 
mittee that a mistake was made by Congress in 
making this grant, and that the State of Indiana 
has failed to realize what she should have done in 
order to place her upon an equality with the other 
States to which such grants have been made by 
Congress, Now, the. only difficulty about the 
matter is, that if we should pass the bill without 
amendment, there may possibly be some means 
by which the Indiana State University may get the 
land which it was the intention of, Congress to 
grant her in the first place. Well, sir, suppose it 
does ; after all, it goes for the benefit of education; 
and it seems to me that if we were now to pass 
this bill without the amendment proposed, and af- 
ter a while the other party should come here and 
claim as a matter of equity to be reinstated in the 
quantity of land which Congress originally granted 
to them, and, representing as they do from that 
State, two great systems of education, C ongress 
had better grant it. These institutions ceriainly 
need the land, and I would rather grant a township 
more than they are justly entitled to than to de- 
eae them of half a township which they are en- 

led to. Wehave got land enough, and it is a 
plain case, in my opinion, that the State of In- 
diana has a just and equitable right to what is 
claimed in this bill; and if so, she ought to have 
it untrammeled by any restriction which should 
prevent her from enjoying its full benefi .. 

Pass this bill, and the meaning of the act will 
then be so plain that there need he no apprehen- 


sion that the State of Indiana will ever undertake | 


to make money out of a construction of the law 
that Congress meant to grant three townships in- 
stead of two, which she would have to do in case 
those things should take place against which this 
amendment is designed to provide. It seems to 
me, therefore, that we may very safely pass the 
bill as it now stands. AsI said at the outset, I | 
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| look upon the matter very differently from what 1 
should if it were with speculators that we were 
dealing. 

Suppose the decision should j 
ts, and the other party should come here and 
claim an equal quantity of land with that granted 
to the State University, we should be compelled, 
in justice to these two systems of education, to 
treat them equally, and give to one as much 
have given to the other; but | 
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concur in the remarks of the gentleman from Wis- 
(Mr. Eastman] on that subject. I am 
niiling to vote for the bil 1, if l ean po asibly do so, 

a shape as to meet the the Rep- 

resentatives of the Indiana; but Iam in 
favor of throwing such guards around it as to pre- 
ventthe State of Indiana from obtaining a larger 
amount of land for this purpose than it was the 
original intention of Congress 

‘The suitseems to besuil pending 
court of the State. True, the gentleman from In- 
{[Mr. Dunnam] says that tl nothing 
sult, = that they cannot possibly expect 
to recover; but the suit is, nevertheless, stil! pend- 
ing, and I can see no harm that can possibly result 
to the State of Indiana by submitting toan amend- 
ment that will secure the object which the gentle- 
men profess to desire to obtain. 

I am in favor of the bill. I amin favor of voting 
to Indiana what is her right, and what the Govern- 
ment designed originally to give her; but I think 
that the friends of the bill should certainly not 
object to an amendment which will secure that to 
her eventually. ‘They say that delay would place 
the State in such a condition that she could not 
possibly recover this loss, because the lands are 
being entered up by individuals so fast that the 
grant would not be worth a farthing by the time 
the suit is decided, if she was confined to her own 
borders in making the selection. ‘the amendment 
which will be introduced by the gentleman from 
South Carolina [Mr. Orr] will obviate that diffi- 
culty. It provides that the Governor of the State 
of Indiana shall be authorized to appoint an agent 
to select these lands at once, and to report them to 
the General Land Office, to be reserved from sale, 
subject to confirmation or rejection, as this suit 
may terminate. It seems to me that the friends of 
the bill cannot possibly object to that proposi- | 
tion. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginis I do not rise to 
make a speech, but I really desire to know whether 
I understand this question, for there has been such 
a perplexity of arguments and statements that I 
confess myself to be somewhat in the dark in 
regard to it. 

As [ understand it, it iscustomary for Congress 
to grant to each new State that may be admitted 
Union two townships of land, for educa- 
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State of 


to grant her. 


in the supreme 


diana 
in the 


iere 18 


into the 
tional pe armas tea is to say, for university | 
purposes. {fs that the fact? I appeal to members 
from the new States to know if it is so. 

Mr. EASTMAN. Yes; it is. 

Mr. SMITH. Well, I understand that the | 
State of Indiana has had her two townships. 

Ir. DUNHAM. No; no. 

Mr. SMITH. Yes, sir; she has had her two 
townships. The gentleman says “‘no;’’ I under- 
stand, however, that such is the fact, but that 
there is a difference between her own people as to 
who has a right to the land. The State has got 
it, but the question is whether the Vincennes Uni- 
versity was entitled to itor not. The State has 
already received the quantity of land habitually 
/given to new States for this purpose, and the | 
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‘effect of this bill, as i ‘anletuand it, died ce to 
give her another township of land. If that be 80, 
it is plain to my mind that we ought to vote down 
the bill. 

Mr. ORR. If thee amendment of the ventlem 
from Virginia [Mr. Mixtson] should be rejec 
I propose to offer an amendment which [| 
will meet the views of every gentleman. It pro. 
vides that the State of Indiana may cause the 
lands to be selected at once; that the lands go 
selected shall be reported to the C ommissioner of 
the General Land Cffice, and shall be | by him with- 
drawn from sale until the decision of the cause 
now pending 1} in the supreme court of the Star e of 
Indien 1, in which the Vincennes Universi ty is the 
plaintiff and the State of Indtana the defendant. 
and that said selection shall be confirmed, and 
patents issued therefor, if the suit shall be decided 
adversely to the State of Indiana, but if ot 
wise, then the selection shall be null and void. 

Mr DISNEY. I purpose, Mr. C hairman, 

saying a word or two in relation to this bill, [| 
have looked somewhat into it. In the remarks 
which | am about to make, I leave out of view 
the auxiliary and subsidiary question, which has 
been debated here this morning. 

The merits of the bill rest upon this statement 
of facts: At the time of the admission of the State 
of Indiana into the Union, in the year 1816, as js 
usual on such occasion, a compact was entered 
into between that State and the Umted States. Ip 
that compact various stipulations and conditions 
were inserted. Among th lem, on the part of In. 
diana, was a stipulation to ‘forbear taxation in 
such regards, and to such extent. On the other 
side, on the part of the United States, certain do- 
nations in consideration of this forb earance & were 
made, to wit: of all the salt-spring lands and 
various other matters, not necessary to the under- 
standing of this case, ‘and therefore not nec essary 
for me to enumerate. Suftice it for me to state, in 
general terms, that there were a number of dona- 
tions and grants in that act. Among others was 
a grant of a township of land to the State of In- 
diana, for the purpose of aiding in the establish- 
ment and support of a seminary of learning, under 
the direction and control of that State. And in 
making this grant the act of Congress had refer- 
ence to and recognizes a previous grant of a town- 
ship of land for the same purpose. 

I think it perfectly apparent, on the face of the 
act admitting that State, that it was the understand- 
ing of both the parties—to wit: the State of Indiana 
and the Congress of the United States—that two 
townships of land were given to the State of In- 
diana, subject to the control of her Legislature, in 
order to sustain and support a seminary of Jearn- 
ing—given to the State of Indiana in virtue and 
in consideration of the stipulations set forth in that 
act, of certain things to be done, or forbore to be 
done, on the part of that State. And besides, sir, 
the act in so recognizing the previous grant, and 
in making a special, specific grant of an additional 
township, but followed the course of proceeding 
which had been adopted in regard to the State of 
Ohio previously to this time, and which has been 
followed ever since in relation to the northwestern 
States of the Union. 

Well, sir, so stands the case; both parties un- 
derstanding that a grant of two townships of land 
had been made to “the State of Indiana for this 
purpose. Subsequent facts have proved that the 
first granted township would not, as was sup posed 
by both parties, inure to the State of Indians, 
and could not inure to her for any purpose what- 
ever; and it has been held that the United States 
had not conveyed to the State, by the origina 
grant, the township which had been proposed , and 
which both parties supposed was conveyed pre- 
vious to the admission of the State. Here, then, 
was an error of fact, contrary to the understa: nd- 
ing of both parties. It now turns out that the 
State of Indiana, instead of getting two townships 
for the support of her seminary of learning under 
the control of her Legislature, as all of the other 
northwestern States have, only gets one. 

Now, itis alleged, on the other hand, although 
the State has not got In her State cap: acity two 
townships of land for such a purpose, yet she has 
got one for that purpose, and her citizens, in pol 
of fact, got the other township of land with hich 
they promoted similar, or kindred purposes. Now 
what force is there in the objection? Here was 4 
solemn compact entered into between Indiana, * 
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the time of her admission into the Uuion, and the 
United States. 

In this agreement, every body of understanding 
ean perceive—and the fact is sufficiently set forth 
“ the act itself, so asto permit of no doubt—that 
Indiana was to have conveyed to her—as had been 
conveyed before to the State of Ohio, and as was 
subsequently conveyed to every one of the north- 
western States—two separate and distinct town- 
ehips of land, to be subject to the Legislature of | 
the State, and to be applied to a specific purpose. 

Now, sir, is this contract to be evaded by the | 
fact that the General Government had appropriated 
the same land to other parties for other purposes, 
even though those other parties are citizens of 
Indiana? Lapprehend not; for besides it will be 
discovered, by the most casual observer, that the 
purposes to which this land was to be appro- 
nriated by this Vincennes University, are in some | 
respect different—entirely different from the pur- 
poses to which it has been applied under the di- 
rection of the State Legislature—as in this, for 
instance: The State University has regulations 
and provisions by which gratuitous education is 
given to youth, which the Vincennes University 
has not. And lam also reminded that the State 
University is not sectarian in its character, while 
the other University differs from it in both these 
respects. It has no gratuitous education provided 
for youth, and it is sectarian in its character. 

But even if these differences did not exist, still 
the possession of this township on the part of a 
private association could not be a good plea on 
the part of the United States against the claim of 
the State of Indiana, set up legally, legitimately, 
and fairly under the terms of the contract, and 
under the act of Congress by which that State 
became one of the members of this Confederacy. 

There stands the contract; and not only is this 
right to the land in question expressed on the face 
of the contract, but the grant itself is in conso- 
nance with the same kind of contract entered into 
by the General Government with the other north- 
western States of the Union. And, Mr. Chair- 
man, upon the general principles of equity—put- 
ting aside the special purposes to which this grant 
was to be applied—the General Government 
would be bound to extend to the State of Indiana 
the same provision, and to the same extent, which 
it has done to the other States*of the Union in 
like cases. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, to proceed to consider 
another aspect of this case. The appropriation 
of this first grant of a township of land, was not 
made by the citizens of the State of Indiana. It 
was done by the citizens of the Territory of In- 
diana; and all right on the part of the State of 
Indiana, or control on the part of the United States, 
had passed away before the State of Indiana had 
an existence. 

The grant had been made by the General Gov- 
ernment. The State of Indiana took no interest 
by virtue of the act. It was made for the special 
purposes of education. And this donation, Which 
was intended on one part to be given, and sup- 
posed on the other part to be received—in re- 
lation to this township of land—had no existence. 
The parties misunderstood the fact, and there was 
no township of land there to be appropriated. 
And hence, sir, one of the conditions stipulated 
and set forth in that act, on the admission of the 
State of Indiana into the Union, failing to be. per- 
formed, Indiana has now a legal right to come 
before Congress and ask us to keep our contract. 

Mr. HIESTER. Will the gentleman from 
Ohio give way to me for a moment, that I may 
make a motion for the committee to rise? 

Mr. DISNEY. I will be through in one mo- 
ment, and the gentleman can then make the mo- 
tion he purposes. I confess, Mr. Chairman, that 
generally I do not like this sort of contingent le- 
gislation—legislation which is to depend on the 
happening of some future event—to depend on the 
action of other individuals than those constituting 
the Legislature of the Union. Now, sir, it has 
been held by our judicial courts that a legislative 
act, depending for its force and operation on the 
action of parties other than those composing the 

egislature itself, is not a legislative act, and is 
not a kaw enacted by the competent authority; and 
I suggest a doubt whether an act of the sort which 
this would be, if the suggested amendments are 
adopted, would bea valid and constitutional act; 
that is to say, if you make the grant and the se- |) 
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lection of this tract of land dependent upon the act 
of other parties, whether it is within the constitu- 
tional competency of this Congress to pass it. I 
think not. 

Mr. COBB. My object in rising is to move 
that the committee rise, for the purpose of intro- 
ducing a resolution to close debate, in order that 
we may some time get to an end of this matter. 
We have consumed the whole day in discussing it. 

Mr. LETCHER, (interrupting.) Will the gen- 
tleman allow me to make a suggestion to him ? 

Mr. COBB. No, sir; | know what itis. But 
if the House will take a voteupon the subject now, 
I will withdraw my motion. 

Mr. BISSELL. I ask that the amendment of 
the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Mitison] may 
be read. 

The amendment was accordingly again read. 

Mr. BISSELL. I have an amendment to offer 
to that amendment, which | think will be accept- 
able all around. It is: 

Provided further, That the State of Indiana may cause 
the land to be selected at once, and that the Secretary of 
the Interior, on being notified by the Governor of Indiana, 
atany Ume, that the selection of the land herein provided to 
be donated has been made by the proper authorities of that 
State,shall thereupon withdraw and reserve such land from 
sale, until the termination of said suit. 

Mr. ORR. That is entirely acceptable to me. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia (Mr. Mitison] moved the amendment. 
Does he accept the modification ? 

Mr. BISSELL. I hope the gentleman from 
Virginia will aecept it. 

Mr. MILLSON. I desire to say only a word. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia [Mr. Lercuer] was recognized by the Chair. 

Mr. LETCHER. We have heard enough of 
this bill to satisfy us that the House knows noth- 
ing about it; and it will be well for us to read the 
debates upon this subject, as they will be pub- 
lished inthe newspapers. There is a great differ- 
ence of opinion now, and by a week’s delay, and 
a week’s examination of this debate, we can get 
at the facts of the case, and then take up the mat- 
ter and dispose of it in a sensible and prudent 
way. I do not think that can be done now. Be- 
sides, the House is thin, there being only few 
more than a quorum of the members present, and, 
upon a vote upon such a proposition as this, there 
ought to bea full House. 

| move that the committee rise. 

Mr. MILLSON. I hope the gentleman will 
withdraw his motion for a moment. 

Mr. LETCHER. I will withdraw it in favor 
of my colleague. 

Mr. MILLSON. I desire to say, in reply to 
the gentleinan from Illinois, that I cannot accept 
of his amendment, though perfectly willing to do 
so as far as |. am concerned. My reasons are 
simply these: It willbe recollected that I stated 
some time ago, that although the amendment I 
proposed wouid render the bill more acceptable to 
me than it is in its present shape, yet [ should 
feel constrained to vote against the bill, even if my 
own amendment were adopted; for! stated that 
the institution of the State of Indiana had received 
all the benefit Congress intended to grant to her, 
and, this beinga simple question between two col- 
legiate institutions, | could not consent to vote for 
the bill, even if my own amendment were adopt- 
ed, although I thought it was perfectly obvious 
that the amendment should be adopted. It was 
for that reason that I declined to accept the amend- 
ment to the amendment. 

Mr. LETCHER. I now move that the com- 
mittee rise. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Lercn- 
ER’s motion, and a division being had, there were 
—ayes 45; noes not counted. 

Mr. CHANDLER demanded tellers; which 
were ordered; and Messrs. Harris, of Alabama, 
and Vatt were appointed. 

The question was again put, and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 49, noes 67. i 

So the committee refused to rise. 

The question was taken, and the amendment to 
the amendment was agreed to. 

The question then recurred upon the adoption 
of the amendment as amended; and being taken, 
was decided in the affirmative. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN. If there be no objection, 
the bill, as amended, will be laid aside to be re- 
ported to the House. 
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Mr. WALSH. I object. 
Mr. HENDRICKS. If it be necessary to 

make the motion, I move that the bill be laid aside, 

to be reported to the House, with the recommend- 
ation that it do pass. 

Mr. ASHE. I move thatthe committee do now 
rise. | do it because it is evident that there is no 
quorum in the committee, and I do not wish to 
have final action upon a bill of so much importance 
as this, with less than, or barely a quorum: 

The CHAIRMAN. The vote lately taken 
showed that a quorum was present. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I rise to a question of 
order. i submit that no business has intervened 
since the committee refused to rise. I ask that the 
vote may be taken upon my motion that the bill 
be laid aside to be reported to the House. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that 
sufficient business has intervened to make the mo- 


tion of the gentleman from North 
order. 

Mr. WALSH. 
the committee ? 

The CHAIRMAN. 
do now rise. 

Mr. WALSH. Is it that the committee rise 
and report the bill to the House? 

The CHAIRMAN. Itisnot. Itis upon the 
simple motion that the committee rise. 

Mr. WALSH. This matter has been debated 
at such immense length, that nobody understands 
it, [a laugh,j and I do not want the committee to 
take final action upon it to-day. 

The question was taken, and decided in the neg- 
ative—ayes 54, noes 67. 


Carolina in 
What is the question before 


Itis that the committee 


So the committee refused to rise. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Has the bill been 
laid aside? 

The CHAIRMAN. It has not. 

Mr. JONES. I move, then, that the committee 
do now rise and report the bill, with the amend- 
ments, to the House. 

The question was put, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

‘Tre committee accordingly rose, and the Speak- 
er having resumed the chair, the Chairman (Mr. 
Wricit) reported that the Committee of the 
W hole House had had the Private Calendar gen- 
erally under consideration, and particularly the 
joint resolution of the Senate (No. 2) ‘* to indem- 
nify the State of Indiana for the failure of title to 
a township of land granted to said State on her 
admission into the Union in 1816.”’ and had 
directed him to report the same to the House, with 
an amendment, and with a recommendation that, 
as amended, it do pass. 

Mr. KEITT. | move that when the Elouse 
adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Monday next. 

Mr. FULLER. Upon that motion I demand 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, called for tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The question was then put; and, on a division, 
there were—ayes 99, noes 27. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DUNHAM moved the previous question 
on the bill. 

The previous question received a second, and 
the main question was ordered to be now put. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to lay the 
bill upon the table. 

® Mr. McMULLIN moved that the House do 
now adjourn. 

The question was put; and, on a division, there 
were—ayes 68, noes 57. 

So the motion was agreed to, and the House there- 
upon (.t twenty-five minutes before four o’clock) 
adjourned till Monday, at twelve o’clock, m. 


IN SENATE. 
Mownpary, February 13, 1854. 

Prayer by Rev. Witxtiam H. Micevren. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Will the Secretary please read 
a note which I have received from the President 
of the Senate? 

The Secretary read, as follows: 
Wasunineron, February 13, 1854. 


Dear Sir: Will you do me the favor to preside in the 
Senate to-day? DAVID R. ATCHISON. 


Hon. J. D. Bricnt, United States Senate. 


1 Mr. BRIGHT. If there be no objection, I will 
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comply with the request of the President of the 
Senate, and take the chair. 

There was no objection. 

The Journal of Eriday was read and approved. 


THE MISSOURI COMPROMISE. 

Mr. EVERETT. Mr. President, I have been 
requested to present a memorial of fourteen hun- 
dred eitizens of Worcester, Massachusetts, against 
the passage of the bill for organizing the Territo- 
ries of Kansas and Nebraska. ‘This memorial is 
signed by the present Governor of the State of 
Massachusetts, by Mr. John Davis, well known 
to most of the members of this body, for a long 
ume filling the same place, andafterwards a much 
respected Senator of the United States. It also 
bears the signature of Mr. Lincoln, who was for 
maiiy years Governor of Massachusetts; and is 
signed by citizens of every party and every sec- 
tion of party in the Commonwealth of Massachu- 
setts, It represents, I believe, the unanimous 
opinion of the people of that part of the country, 
and is signed by more than fourteen hundred indi- 
viduals, 

L also present the memorial of the representa- 
tives the yearly meeting 


ol P 
Friends in New England, respectfully protesting 
against the extension of the area of slavery in the 
United States. 
As the subject of these memorials is now be- 
fore the Senate, | move that they lie on the table. 
The motion was agreed to. 


DUTIES ON RAILROAD IRON. 

Mr. BELL. I present the memorial of sundry 
citizens of the State of Tennessee, stockholders in 
the Tennessee and Alabama railroad. The me- 
morialists set forth that this road is now in course 
of construction, but that the completion of it is 
likely to be delayed and obstructed by the very 
high price of rail bars. They set forth very co- 
gent reasons why the duty on imported railroad 
iron should be altogether repealed, or the collec- 
tion of the duty postponed until at least two years 
after the road shall have been completed and in 
operation. They allege that otherwise not only 
projects on which large amounts of capital have 
already been expended will remain incomplete, 
but also many new yr one retarded, unless this 
privilege be granted. move that the memorial 
be referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 


CLAIMS AGAINST TEXAS. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I desire to present the pe- 
tition of a number of citizens of Louisiana inter- 
ested in claims against Texas. They represent 
that, owing to conflicting opinions in Congress 
in relation to the obligation of the United States to 


assume the payment of these debts, and the im- | 


portance of the subjects now submitted to Con- 
gress for deliberation, they fear that the delay of 
an application to Congress will be so great as al- 
most to defeat their interest in the claims, and 
they therefore earnestly pray Congress to pass a 
law authorizing them to institute a suit in equity 
before the Supreme Court of the United States, 
against the United States, with the view of testing 
the liability of the Government for the payment 
of the claims. In order to have that question taken 
into consideration, I move the reference of the 
petition to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 

CAPE FEAR RIVER. 

Mr. BADGER, in accordance with previous 
notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a 
bill making further appropriation for the improve- 
ment of Cape Fear river, North Carolina; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. BADGER. 
the bill nor its consideration at this time. I wish, 
however, to lay upon the table and have printed 
some papers from areport on the subject, showing 
conclusively not only the propriety but the neces- 
sity, the indispensable necessity, of the appropri- 
ation being made without delay, or the conse- 
quence will be the entire closing up of the mouth 
of the river. I will, therefore, allow the bill to 
remain without a second reading until the papers 
which I send to the table can be printed. When 
they are printed, I shall ask the Senate to take up 
the bill and pass it without delay. 

The papers were ordered to be printed. 


EXTRA PAY TO OFFICERS IN MEXICAN WAR. 
Mr. DODGE, of lowa, submitted the following 


of the Society of 


I will not ask the reference of 
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resolution; which was considered by unanimous 


consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- | 


structed to inquire into the expediency of allowing to the 
officers of the Army who served in the late war with Mex 

ico, and who, whilst so serving, received their commuta 

lion Of subsistence in money, an extra compensation of 
twenty cents per ration for each ration so received by the 
said officers during the time herein specified. 


BRAZILIAN CORRESPONDENCE. 
Mr. WADE submitted the following resolution; 


which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
agreed to: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- | 


quested, if in bis judgment the same may be done without 
detriment to the public welfare, to communicate to the Sen- 


ate copies of the dispatch from the late Minister Plenipo- | 


tentiary of the United States to Brazil to the Secretary of 
State, dated November 24, 1851, together with all accom- 
panying papers or documents which were sent therewith, 
and also a copy of the letter of the Secretary of State to the 
said Minister in reply thereto, and of the communication 
from the Navy Deparunent, Which was inclosed in the said 
letter of the Secretary of State. 


INSANE HOSPITAL IN THE DISTRICT. 
Mr. NORRIS submitted the following resolu- 
tion, and asked for its immediate consideration: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be requested | 


to inform the Senate what deficiency, if any, there is in the 
appropriation to complete the hospital for the insane of the 
District of Columbia, and of the Army and Navy, the cause 
ot such deficiency, and whether, in his opinion, any addi- 
tional appropriation will be required to complete the work, 
and if s0, how much. 


The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. 
lution by adding ‘*and also whether the sites 
selected are the most proper and convenient.” 

Mr. NORRIS. I will accept that. 

‘The resolution, as modified, was agreed to. 


Mr. BRODHEAD subsequently said: 1 move | 


to reconsider the vote adopting the resolution, for 


the purpose of offering an additional amendment. 


| have consulted the mover of the resolution, and 
he has no objection to it. 

The motion to reconsider was agreed to. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. 1 move to amend the reso- 
Jution by adding the following: 


And what sums have been respectively paid for those 
sites, and whether such sums were or were not reasonable, 


compared with the value or price of land in the vicinity of | 


those sites. 


The amendment was agreed to; and the resolu- 

tion, as amended, was adopted. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK presented a petition of 
citizens of Alabama, and other southern States, 
praying that restrictions in regard to the transpor- 
tation of turpentine and the various other products 
of the pine tree on board of steamboats, may be 
repealed; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Also, the petition of the Governor of the State 
of Alabama, the Judges of the Supreme Court, 
members of the Legislature, and other officers of 
the State, praying that the compensation of the 
Clerk of the United States district court for the 
middle district of Alabama, may be increased; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
clary. 

Mr. WADE presented a petition of citizens of 
Ohio, remonstrating against the enactment of any 
law which will permit slavery in the Territory of 
Nebraska, or otherwise infringe the provisions of 
the Missouri compromise in regard to slavery; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. FISH presented the petition of Peter A. | 


M yers, praying an increase of his pension; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented resolutions passed at 
a meeting of citizens of Bath, Maine, in favor of 
a reduction of the rates of ocean postage; which 
were referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Also, a petition of Jeremiah Simons, one of the 
Dartmoor prisoners during the last war with Great 
Britain, praying a pension; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, a petition of Abner Lowell and others, 

raying the erection of a light-house on Wood 
Island, on the coast of Maine; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of Joseph Pennley, one of the 
Dartmoor prisoners during the last war with Great 


| Britain, praying a pension; which was referred to 
| the Committee on Pensions. 


I move to amend the reso- | 


Feb. 


_ Feb. 13, 

Mr. SEWARD presented an additional docy- 
ment in support of the claim of Sarah Cranda|! 
widow of James Coon, to a pension; which, with 
the petition and papers already presented, on the 
files of the Senate, was referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Steuben county 
New York, praying that the pension now allowed 
Isaac Ackerman may be increased; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, a petition of non-commissioned officers of 
the Navy, praying an increase of their pay; which 
was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, a petition of citizens of New York, re- 
monstrating against the ratification of any treaty 
by which it is proposed to establish an interna- 
tional copyright between the United States and 
Great Britain; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Niagara county, 
New York, remonstrating against the passage of 
the bill to establish the Territory of Nebraska in 
its present form, or any other bill by which the 
Missouri compromise will be violated; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, two petitions of citizens of Pennsylvania, 
remonstrating against the enactment of any law by 
which slavery will be permitted in the Territory 
of Nebraska, or the Missouri compromise viola- 
ted ; which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. CLAYTON presented two petitions of 
citizens of Delaware, remonstrating against the 
passage of the bill to organize the Territory of 
Nebraska in its present form; which were ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Mr. FOOT presented a petition of citizens of 
Windham, Vermont, remonstrating against the 
enactment of any law by which the Missouri 
compromise will be repealed or abrogated; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. GEYER presented a memorial of the citi- 
zens of Livingston, Grundy, and Mercer coun- 
ties, Missouri, asking a grant of lands to aid in 
the construction of a railroad through said coun- 
ties; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. FISH presented the memorial of Goodhue 
& Co., and others, merchants of New York, 
praying the enactment of a law to prevent the for- 
feiture of ships without fault of the owners in 
certain cases; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. 

Also, additional papers and testimony in sup- 
port of the petition of Meigs D. Benjamin, of 
New York, praying the return of an excess of 
duty heretofore paid by him on the importation of 
certain goods; which were referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. 

Mr. SUMNER presented a petition of citizens 
of Massachusetts, a petition of citizens of North 
Danvers, Massachusetts, and a petition of citizens 
of Windham, Vermont, remonstrating against the 
repealeof the provision of the Missouri compro- 
mise in regard to slavery; which were ordered to 
lie on the table. ; 

Mr. CHASE presented two petitions of citizens 
of Ohio, remonstrating against any disposition ot 
the public lands except for the use of actual set- 
tlers; which were referredto the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Also, a memorial of citizens of Cincinnati, 
praying an appropriation to aid a stock company 
in the construction of a canal around the fails of 
the Ohio river on the Indiana side; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Also, two petitions of residents of Ohio, and a 
petition of citizens of Pennsylvania, remonstrating 
against the passage of the bill, in its present form, 
to organize the Territory of Nebraska; which were 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, proceedings of a meeting of citizens at 
Cleveland, Ohio, against a violation of the Mis- 
souri compromise; which were ordered to lie on 
| the table. Ls 

Mr. BRODHEAD presented ten petitions of cit- 
izens of Pennsylvania, remonstrating against the 

passage of the bill to organize the Territory 0! 

Nebraska in its present form; which were ordered 

to lie on the table. hi son, 

Also, two memorials of citizens of Philadelphia, 

praying the erection of a building for the use 0! 

the post office in that city, and the United States 
| courts for that district; which were referred to the 
|| Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 














13, 


docu- 
indall, 
» With 
mn the 
mittee 


unty, 
low ed 
h was 


Pers of 
which 
fairs, 

rk, re- 
treaty 
iterna- 
Ss and 
DN the 


ounty, 
are of 
ska in 
ich the 
ch was 


lvania, 
law by 
rritory 
; viola- 
ons of 
ist the 
ory of 
rdered 


ens of 
ist the 


issouri 
which 


he citi- 
coun- 
aid in 
1 coun- 
tee on 


oodhue 
York, 
the for- 
ners in 


ommiit- 


in sup- 
nin, of 
cess Oi 
ation of 
ommil- 


citizens 
North 
citizens 
inst the 
ompro- 
ered to 


citizens 
ition of 
ial set- 
ttee on 


cinnati, 
ympany 
fails of 
was re- 
nals. 

, and 

strating 
it form, 


ch were 


zens at 
ie Mis- 


o lie on 


is of cit- 
inst the 
itory of 
ordered 


delphia, 
e use ol 
1 States 
d to the 
yads. 


a. 


ect Aaey erat ee 


Pe ve ena 


18354. 


= a. | 
Mr. HUNTER presented a petition of the in- ||. 
nectors of the customs for the district of Norfolk || mittee on Commerce, to whom was referred a 


i | Portsmouth, Virginia, praying an increase of 
their compensation; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. a 

Vr. EVANS presented a petition of the clerks 
and others employed in the offices of the collector 
of the customs and naval officer for the district of 
Charleston, South Carolina, praying an increase 
of their compensation; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Vir. DODGE, of lowa, presented the following 
wetitions; which were referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands: 

Petition of citizens of fowa, praying that a 
erant of land be made to aid in the construction 
of the Philadelphia, Fort Wayne, and Platte Val- 
ley Air-Line Railroad. 

“Petition of citizens of lowa, praying that a grant 
of land be made to aid in the construction of the 
Fort Madison, West Point, Keosauqua, and 
Bloomfield Railroad. 

‘T'wo petitions of citizens of lowa, praying that a 
erant of land be made to the States of Indiana, 
[llr ois, and Iowa, to aid in the construction of a 
railroad from Fort Wayne to Council Bluifs. 

Also, a petition of citizens of lowa, praying the 
establishment of a mail route from Fort Des 
Moines to Eldora, the county seat of Harding 
county, in that State; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, a supplemental petition of James Pool, 
praying remuneration for services rendered, under 
contract, to the Seneca nation of Indians; which 
was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. PEARCE presented the memorial of Re- 
becea P. Stansbury and others, children of Thomas 
Peters, deceased, praying to be allowed an amount 
of money equal to the pensions their father and 
mother would have been entitled to for the ser- 
vices of the former during the revolutionary war; 
which was referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. MALLORY, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of James Edwards, admin 
istrator of the estate of Edward M. Wanton, and the peti- 
tion of the legal representatives of the estate of Nehemiah 
Brush, be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and, to- 
gether with an additional document, referred to the Coim- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. SEWARD, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of James Wormsley be with- 
drawn fromthe niles of the Senate, and referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. JONES, of lowa, from the Committee on 
Pensions, to whom was referred the petition of 
Isaac S. Bowman, praying to be allowed half pay, 
to which his father was entitled, submitted a re- 
port; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to whom were referred three peti- 
tions of citizens of Blair county, Pennsylvania, 
and the proceedings of a meeting of soldiers of 
the war of 1812, held in Philadelphia, in favor of 
a modification of the bounty land law, asked to 
be discharged from their further consideration, 
and that they be referred to the Committee’ on 
Public Lands; which was agreed to. 

tle also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill for the relief of paymasters’ 
clerks who served in Mexico, submitted an ad- 
verse report thereon; which was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. DAWSON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to whom was referred the memorial 
of Harriet O. Read, executrix of brevet Colonel 
A. C. W. Fanning, praying compensation for 
extra services performed by him, submitted a re- 
port, accompanied by a bill for her relief; which 
was read, and passed to a second reading. The 
report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLAY, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to whom were referred the petitions of Michael 
Hennessey, Ann L Moor, and Jacob T. Smith, 
praying pensions, submitted adverse reports there- 
on; which were ordered to be printed. 


Mr. ALLEN, from the Committee on Pensions, | 


to whom were referred the petition of Sarah Somers 


Corson, and the petition of Thomas Conner, pray- 
Ing pensions, submitted adverse reports thereon; 


which were ordered to be printed. 


Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, from the Com- 


resolution of the Senate in relation to the subject, 
reported a bill to constitute Dubuque, in‘the State 
of lowa, a port of delivery; which was read, and 
passed to a second reading. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, to whom was referred 
the petition of Ira Day, praying compensation for 
carrying certain mails, submitted a report, accom- 
panied by a bill for his relief; which was read, and 
passed to a second reading. The report was or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. WADE, from the Committee of Claims, 
to whom was referred the petition of John Devlin, 
praying compensation for services performed in 
the Fifth Auditor’s Department, submitted a re- 
port, accompanied by a bill for his relief; which 
was read, and passed to a second reading. The 
report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to whom were referred the following bills 
from the House of Representatives, reported them 
back without amendment: 

Bill for the relief of Lyman N. Cooke. 

Bill for the relief of Emelie Hooe, widow of 
Captain Hooe. 

NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. RUSK gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill to provide for the officers 
of the late Texas Navy. 

Mr. PEARCE gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill providing for the en- 
tering into an examination of certain accounts be- 
tween the State of Maryland and the United 
States. 

PHILADELPHIA COURTS AND POST OFFICE. 

Mr. BRODHEAD moved that the bill referred 
February 8 to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads, to provide a place for the post 
office in the city of Philadelphia, and for the 
courts of the United States for the eastern district 
of Pennsylvania, be printed; which was agreed 
to. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. BROWN asked and obtained the unan- 
imous consent of the Senate to introduce a bill to 
perpetuate preémption to actual settlers on the 
public lands; which was read a first and second 
time by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK, agreeably to previous 
notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a 
bill making a grant of land to the State of Ala- 
bama, in alternate sections, to aid in the construc- 
tion of a railroad from the line of Georgia, on the 
Chattahoochie river, to the city of Mobile; which 
was read a first and second time by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK, agreeably to previous 
notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a 
joint resolution for extending an existing contract 
for carrying the mail in Alabama; which was read 
a first and second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLAY, agreeably to previous notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill granting to 
the State of Alabama public lands, in alternate sec- 
tions, to aid in the construction of the Alabama 
amd Tennessee Railroad, from Selma on the Ala- 
bama river, to the Tennessee river, at or near 
Gunter’s Landing, and also the Memphis and 
Charleston Railroad from Memphis, on the Mis- 
sissippi riger, to some point connecting with the 
Nashville, Chattanooga and Charleston Railroad; 
which was read a first ana second time by its title, 
and refered tothe Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. CLAY asked, and obtained, the unanimous 
consent of the Senate to introduce a bill for the 
relief of Thomas Snodgrass; which was read a 
first and second time by its title, and referred, to- 
gether with the petition and papers on the files of 
the Senate, to the Committee on Claims. 

HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The following bills, from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, were severally read a first and second 
time by their titles, and referred—the two first- 
named to the Committee on Pensions, and the last 
to the Committee on Claims: 

‘© A bill for the relief of Harriet Leavenworth, 


widow of the late Brevet Brigadier General Leav- 
enworth,”’ 
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‘¢ A bill for the relief of William B. Edwards;’’ 
and 

** A bill for the relief of Anthony G. Willis, 
deceased.’’ 

NEBRASKA TERRITORY. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill to organize the Territory of Nebraska. 

Mr. WELLER addressed the Senate for nearly 
an hour in support of the bill. [His speech will 
be found in the Appendix.] 

Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. President, it was my 
intenuon to address the Senate to-day, but owing 
to indisposition I do not feel that I should be able 
to proceed as | had desired and contemplated, and 
therefore I will move that this subject be laid over 
until to-morrow. 

Mr. BUTLER. Dol understand the Senator 
to say that he is too unwell to go on now? 

Mr. HOUSTON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BUTLER. Then I move that the further 
consideration of the bill be postponed until to 
morrow, in order that we may proceed to the 
consideration of Executive business. 

Mr. GWIN. I hope the Senator from South 
Carolina will not ask for an Executive session, 
for we have a great many bills on the Calendar 
which wecan go on and dispose of. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The first ques- 
tion is on the motion to postpone until to-morrow. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I would ask if there is not 
some other Senator prepared to goon? Itdoes not 


| follow, by any means, that because the Senator 


from Texas is not able to proceed there are not 
others ready to go on. I know of several Sen- 
ators who, it is presumed, are to speak; and I 
hope some of them may go on and make their re- 
marks now, though I do not wish to interfere at 
all with the Senator from Texas. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I am satisfied, though owing 
to a hoarseness under which I now labor, and of 
which I can be relieved by to-morrow, | cannot 
now proceed, that I shall be enabled to go on then 
without eny detriment to the bill or to the business 
of the Senate. 

Mr. BUTLER. Some of my friends say it 
would be an indulgence to them to allow the Senate 
to sit in open session for half an hour, because 
they have four or five lafid bills to dispose of. I 
suppose they can get through with them in that 
ume. 

The motion to postpone was agreed to. 


DEFICIENCY BILL. 

Mr.GWIN. Iriseto give notice to the Senate 
that I shall, to-morrow, or at some early day 
thereafter, ask leave to introduce the deficiency bill 
which the House of Representatives have defeated. 
Unless the Senate take up and pass such a bill, it 
may be that the wheels of the Government will be 
stopped. I give notice, therefore, of my intention 
to introduce that bill. 


GRANTS OF LANDS FOR RAILROADS. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I move that the Senate now 
proceed to consider bill No. 8, being a bill grant- 
ing to the State of Louisiana the right of way, and 
making a granfof the public lands, for the purpose 
of locating and constructing a railroad from Shreve- 
port to the Mississippi river, in said State, 

Mr. DAWSON. I hope we shall take up the 
Calendar in its order, beginning at the beginning, 
and going regularly on. 


Mr. SLIDELL. It seems to me that there 


@should really be no opposition to these bills now 


Friday is set apart for the consideration of private 
bills, and these bills cannot be touched on that 
day. I think the Senator might be satisfied with 
the fight which he has already made on this ques- 
tion, and submit to the passage of the bills. It 
will only be an unnecessary consumption of time 
to continue the discussion of them, 

Mr. DAWSON. J have no doubt that these 
bills will go through, but still I dislike to see pre- 
maturity in these matters. I know they will go 
through by the force of their own weight, but | 
dislike to see them running over everything else. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I am not familiar with the 
rules of order, but I submit to the Chair that my 
motion is in order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is in order, 
and the question is upon it. 

Mr. WALKER. I wish to know from the 
chairman of the Committee on Public Lands 
whether this course is in accordance with the un- 
derstanding ° 
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Mr. DODGE, of lowa. This bill is reported || the Senate to give lands for purposes of internal | Mr. GWIN. 


in the usual form, and with the unanimous con- 
sent of the committee. 

Mr. WALKER. I am not inquiring as to the 
form of the bill, but as to the order in which it 
shall be taken up. If I understand, one bill has 
already been passed for Louisiana. 

Mr. SLIDELL. 
with the understanding the other day; this is the 
next railroad bill on the Calendar. 

Mr. WALKER. There isa bill granting lands 
to Wisconsin for a railroad, which is ahead of 
this on the Calendar. Besides this is a second 
one for the same State. 


Mr. Surmpev.’s motion was agreed to; and the | 


Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded 


to consider the bill, which had been reported from | 


the Committee on Public Lands, with an amend- 
ment, in the nature of a substitute. 

The Secretary was proceeding to read the sub- 
atitute, 

Mr. WALKER. The form of these 
so well known that I presume it cannot be neces- 
sary to read this. There are a dozen more of the 
same sort upon the tables of Senators. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there be no 
objection, the reading of the amendment will be 
dispensed with. 


Mr. BAYARD. 


I move to postpone the fur- 


ther consideration of the bill until Monday next. | 


The bill introduced by the honorable Senator from 
Vermont, {[Mr. Foor,} in relution to the disposi- 
tion of the public lands for the benefit of the indi- 
gent insane, was postponed until that day. The 
two questions run into each other. Iam myself, 
on principle, opposed to the whole of these bills, 


and I desire to be heard on them when they | 


come up; but if you take them up one at a time, 


in this mode, immediately after some other sub- | 


ject has attracted the attention of the Senate, it is 
impossible to give them the consideration which 
i think they ought to have. There are many ob- 
jections to them in detail, which | think ought to 
be made, independent of the objection in princi- 


ple; and if this course be persisted in—if these | 
bills be taken up in this way—allthat | can do is | 


to require that each bill be read through. I move, 


however, to postpone the further consideration of | 


the bill until Monday next. 
Mr. SEWARD. The honorable Senator from 


Delaware spoke so low that it was impossible for 


me, in the confusion around me at that moment, | 


to understand him. I see no reason for postpon- 
ing this bill to-day, upon any public consideration; 
but if the honorable Senator desires to address 
himself to the subject of the bill, on Monday 
next, which I did not hear, I shall of course, with 
great pleasure, yield to his request. 

Mr. BAYARD. I will endeavorto speak loud 


enough for the honorable Senator from New York | 


to hear me ; and I will explain to him the reason 
why I move the postponement. I am opposed to 
the principles embodied in all these bills. They 
are brought in separately for different States. The 
bill introduced by the honorable Senator from Ver- 
mont embodies a different principles to the dis- 


position of the public lands. | am opposed to that | 


also, but I am not able to distinguish between the 


principle that dissevers his bill from these bills | 


which are daily passed. I wish to be heard on 


the question. 

Mr. SEWARD. Very well. 

Mr. BAYARD. I move to postpone this bill 
to the day to which the bill of the honorable Sena- 
tor from Vermont has been postponed. If we get 


through with the other question which is en- | 
grossing the attention of the Senate when these | 


bills come up, I desire to be heard upon them. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Will the Senator 
from Delaware withdraw his motion for one min- 
ute? I will renew it, if he desires it. It will be 
remembered by the Senate, that some weeks ago 
I gave notice that 1 would, at some proper time, 
ask leave to introduce a bill to distribute the pro- 
ceeds of the public landsamong the States. It has 
been my purpose, from that time until the present, 
to fulfill that promise. 
ever, on account of the more engrossing subjects 
before the Senate. On consultation with a num- 
ber of gentlemen, I find that they are anxious that 
the question should be tested upon some one of 
these bills, It isnot my wish to embarrass any 
bill which is before the Senate. I have invariably 
voted for every propositiog that has been before 


This is in exact accordance | 


bills is | 


I have postponed it, how- | 
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| improvement, and I shail continue so to vote unjess | 


| think the 
As the Sen- 


some better system can be adopted. 
system can be benefited materially. 


ator from Delaware proposes to make this question | 


the special order of the day for next Monday, | 


think 1t would be a saving of ume if we could | 


bring the whole question up. [tis in that view, 
with the permission of the Senator from Delaware, 


that I propose to offer my intended bill as an | 


amendment to the bill which is ander considera- 
tion, in order that the whole question may come 
up and be gecided at once. 
the matter at once, or it will give rise to another 


We had better decide | 


debate upon the same branch of the same question | 


on another bill. 1 submit, therefore, to Senators, 
whether it would not be best to propose my amend- 
ment to this bill, in order that the whole question 
may come up. 

Vir. DODGE, of lowa. Mr. President, I appeal 
to my friend from ‘Tennessee, as a fair legislator, 
not to bring forward that proposition now. | am 
perfectly willing that be should do so at any other 


time when he sees fit, and we will give him a} 
hearing, and fix a day for its consideration; but 1 
am sure that he wighes to deal fairly among the | 


sister States of this Union. 
certain that he does not wish to pass a bill for one 


As a Senator, | am | 


or two States, and withhold from others for days | 


and weeks a like bill, because of an amendment 
which he may move involving other and outside 


no question, 
reference to this matter. 
the committee. 


| treated by the Congress of the United States, and 


grant similar to that which has been made to its 
sister State upon the east, and adjoming to it, 
and to its sister State upon the south, and adjoin- 
ing to it. 
session, taking the Illinois bill for their zuide—a 
State from which there has been no request sin 
have sought in their action to report bills making 
grants within that amount, upon the presumption 
that the Senate of the United States, and the other 
branch of Congress, would act upon principles of 
equality and justice in this matter. 

I appreciate the motives which actuate my friend 
from ‘Tennessee in the movement which he has 


|| made. I have conversed with him in relation to 
it. It is, however, a separate and independent 


|} quesuons than those which are involved in the | 
|} bills under consideration, and upon which there is 
Now, | will make a proposition in | 
Itis the proposition of | 
I hold that the State which | in | 
part represent, for instance, will be most unkindly | 


the parent Government, if they withhold from ita | 


The Committee on Public Landsat this | 


proposition, not connected with these bills, and I | 


|| am certain that, as a legislator, he desires no bar- 
| gain to be made in reference to any measure which 
is to be passed here, but he is desirous to let all 
bills pass or be rejected on theirown merits or in- 
herent strength. 
and | say that amendments moved to these bills 
to make additional granis look very much like a 
bargain; and | hope everything of that sort will 
be avoided. 

Those who are opposed to these grants, and to 
this mode of disposing of public lands, can vote 
against the bills. ‘Those who have other proposi- 


That I believe to be the case; | 


tions can bring them forward and have a vote of | 


| the body upon them. All that I ask now is that 


fair play shall be done to all. 


I represent one of 


the States which has felt agyrieved in relation to | 


this matter; and I, as a representative, have fele 
dishonored as a member of this body because of 


the manner in which my State has been treated. 
My colleague and myself have sought to do all 
that we could do in our representative capacity to 
prevent any such thing. When our bill was up 
two years ago, Judge Underwood offered an 


five months; but we kept the matter before the 
body, because of the indefatigable zeal and energy 


the Senate, but did not obtain a hearing in the 
House. 

| J] trust that, as we have not embodied these bills 
together, desirous that they should pass or be re- 


| jected, each on its own merits, the Senate will pro- | 
|| ceed to do justice to the public land States, acting 


separately on their bills. 1 hope my friend from 


|| ‘Tennessee will not press his amendment. | prom- 


ise, however, when he brings that forward as a 


| separate measure, to give him a hearing—a fair and 
|| a full hearing. 


amendment which provoked a debate of four or | 


of my colleague, who pressed our bill upon the | 
Senate day after day; and the bill finally passed | 


i 


Feb. 13, 


Mr. President, I wish to adda 
single remark to what the Senator from Iowa has 
said with regard to this question. It must be ap- 
parent to the Senate that if the representatives of 
those States who have been asking for grants of 
lands for railroads, fail to get their bills through at 
an early period in the session, and other Senators 
have bills passed for the benefit of their States, it 
will affect them injuriously athome. There is an- 
other important question connected with this mat- 
ter, so far as my own State is concerned. A bill 
has been reported from the Committee on Public 
Lands, granting alternate sections for railroad pur- 
poses on four short routesin that State. The Le- 
gislature is now in session. If there is not some 
indication of congressional action which can be 
transmitted by the next mail, the benefits of the 
act may pass over for a whole year, for the want 
of that State legislation which is indispensably ne- 
cessary to give any efficiency to the grant that 
may be made. I hope, therefore, that, as some of 
these bills have already been passed, the Senator 
from Tennessee will allow the remainder to go 
through without any discussion or obstruction 
from those who entertain opinions adverse to such 
grants,and give us an opportunity of being placed 
on the same footing with those States for whose 
benefit bills have already been passed by the Sen- 
ate. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, I trust I shal! 


be unwilling, under any circumstances, to do in- 








justice to any State in this Union; but though it 


may be true that the Congress of the United Siateg 
have passed certain bills at anterior sessions for 
the purpose of granting lands for railroads to in- 
dividual States, it does not follow that, if 1 think 
those bills are wrong in principle, | am commit- 
ting injustice to other States because | do not rec- 
ognize a wrong principle when a subsequent bill 
is introduced. ‘The question of the disposition of 
the public lands is certainly a vexed question, 
There is nota settled policy in regard to it. These 
bills have been resisted at all times. My hope is 
that some adjustment can be made that will pre- 
vent any difficulty in reference to the question. 
My own opinions tend towards an amendment 
which was offered some two sessions ago by the 


| honorable Senator from Virginia, (Mr. Hunver;] 


but, as these bills now stand, they seem to me to 
involve a principle of gross injustice to the other 
States of the Union. I admit that, according to 
my views, Congress have no conatitutional power 
to dispose of the public lands among the States at 
large. Nor am lable to distinguish between the 
right to give them to the land States any mote 
than to give them to the States at large, if they be 
a gift. As to the doctrine connected that the Uni- 
ted States being great landholders, I wish to show, 


, and I think I can show, that the principle con- 


nected with that has been departed from in the 
bills which are now framed upon the model bill of 
the Senate; and I wish to be heard upon that 
question. If, after that, the Senate choose to pass 
such bills, they will meet with no further opposi- 
tion from me than asilent vote. I shall not struggle 
beyond the point of bringing the question before 
the Senate, with the hope that we may be able to 
adopt some plan which, while it satisfies the de- 
mands of the representatives from the landholding 
States, will also satisfy the public sentiment of the 
whole Union in the non-landholding States as 
well as in the landholding States. Being opposed 
in principle to each and every one of these bills, i 
cannot see how it is just, because previous 1s80- 
lated bills have passed granting lands to other 
States on a er Mo which I do not recognize, to 
require at my hands that I shall assent te the pas- 
sage of this bill without opposition, when | have 
never had an opportunity of being heard in regard 
to it. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I trust the motion to postpone 
the further consideration of this bill until Monday 
will not be adopted by the Senate. The honora- 
ble Senator from Delaware has had abundant op- 
portunity to examine, not only the principles, but 
the details of this bill. It has been reported from 
the Committee on Public Lands, and has been on 
our tables now, I think, for more than a month 
past. It has been the subject of discussion during 
three different sessions at least. The whole prin- 
ciple of the bill was fully discussed upon the ques- 
tion of the passage of one of a similar character 
some five or six days since. I am sure the hon- 
orable Senator from Delaware, who has now been 
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resent, I think, during three sessions, at least, 
in which bills have been introduced and passed, 
jnvolving the same principles, and nearly the same 
details, 1s quite as competent to argue the case 
now as he will be at any subsequent period. I 
am sure if I thought the Senator from Delaware 
was not prepared at this moment to discuss this 
pill with a full knowledge of its principles and its 


details, | should consider it as a matter of neces- 


saryand proper courtesy to consent to his motion | 


to pestpone; but knowing the ability and zeal 
with which he examines all questions of this kind, 
| am sure he will not be able to do more justice to 
his argument five or six days hence than now. 
Therefore, if the motion be insisted on, I shall 
ask for the yeas and nays upon it. 

Mr. BAYARD. I wish only to say that I sup- 
pose | am a better judge as to whether | am pre- 
pared to argue the question now or not, than the 
honorable Senator from Louisiana. I i 
have not certain facts, certain comparisons whic 
| wish to make of the bill before us with the ante- 
cedent bills which have been passed when | was 
not a member of the body. Those which were 
passed during the last Congress while I was 
a member of the Senate, were not, according 
to my recollection, subjects of discussion; certainly 
not of extended discussion. As tothe full discus- 
sion of which the honorable gentleman speaks as 
having taken place at this session, | have not 
heard it, certainly; though | have heard the ques- 
tion partially discussed. 

if 1am not wrong, the bill was not reported 
from the Committee on Public Lands until the 


ig 
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Whilst | am willing, on my part, to concede to 


| the Senator all necessary time, | am not willing to 


give him a whole week. 
sufficient. 

Another thing I would suggest to the good, com- 
mon sense of the gentleman, and it is this: By 
postponing this bill you will involve a contest upon 
almost every other bill of this sort. What do you 
achieve by laying this bill over? Simply this: the 
Senator whose bill is now before the Senate is 
compelled to wait fora week before it can be taken 
up. It will be postponed, but the other bills will 
not be postponed, and we shall be at perfect liberty 
to bring up any other bill of the same class on any 
intervening day. I do not rely, however, on this 
argument; but | think the Senator himself must 
feel that it is hardly just to ask us now to postpone 
this bill fora week. We have but few opportu- 
nities to bring our bills before the body when there 
is an important special order pending. Then, with 
all the time which he has had, considering the re- 
peated number of sessions at which these matters 
have heretofore been discussed, the general inform- 
ation which already exists, and the easy accessi- 
bility of further information on this subject, it is 
unjust, I think, that he should ask for a whole week. 
It does not seem to me to be right; and I respectfully 
submit to him whether he cannot name a shorter 
day. Ifl may be allowed, I wiil move to amend 
his proposition so as to make the postponement be 
unul Wednesday next instead of until Monday. 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, | should vote, 


I think two days will be 


|| although deeply interested in the question of the 


30:h day of January, which is a period now of | 


two weeks. Since then, we have had a great 
many other exeiting subjects before the Senate, 
and many collateral questions which one is obliged 
to examine. | never anticipated, and I presume 
that no Senator on this floor anticipated, that this 
question would come up to-day. I had supposed 
that while the discussion’ on the Nebraska bill 
was pending, other questions of importance would 
not be taken up. One thing is very certain, that 
on a question of privilege which would otherwise 
be entitled to precedence, the debate has been 
stopped, though it was the order of the day for 
Thursday last, and it has passed even unnoticed 
in the Senate under the pressure of the Nebraska 
bill. Besides, we had the enunciation on the part 
of two Senators on the last day of our session, that 
they both intended to speak to-day, and hence I 
presumed that the whole day, after one o’clock, 
would have been consumed in the Giscussion of 
the Nebraska bill. I did not come here to-day for 
the purpose of discussing this bill, because | did 
not expect that it. would be taken up; and hence 
1] have made my motion to postpone. 

it isa matter of indifference to me whether the 
Senate choose to grant my request or not, for | 
can and will take occasion hereafter, on some other 
of these bills, to express my sentiments. And 


certainly I will not speak now if the Senate re- | 


fuses to postpone the bill till Monday. : 
Mr.CLAYTON. I believe the Senate never be- 
fore refused, on an application of this kind, the 
courtesy of postponing the consideration of a sub- 
Ject for a few days, to give a Senator an opportu- 
nity of being heard. This is a great subject. It 
is one about which there is a very great difference 
of opinion. 1 hardly know of a more import- 
ant subject for discussion at this session; and in 
consideration of the fact that we are pressed by 
the Nebraska bill, and by the bill providing in- 
demnity for French spoliations, and many other 
measures which occupy our thoughts, I trust the 
Senate will not depart from the courtesy with 
Which it has heretofore indulged gentlemen upon 
such bills. I hope, therefore, that by unanimous 
consent the measure may lie over until Monday, 


and then we can come prepared to understand it | 


and hear it discussed. 


Mr. JOHNSON. The motion is to postpone 


the further consideration of this bill until next 
Monday. To-day is Monday, and hence the 
motion is to postpone it for a whole week. Sir, [ 
am satisfied that it will not take a gentleman of 
the intelligence of the Senator from Delaware, 
with that general knowledge which he already pos- 
Sesses on these subjects, a whole week to investi- 
gate the few points which are involved in these 
bills. And as it bears hardly upon us, I think it 


would be but just to those of us who feel that we 
suffer by th 


e delay, to name an earlier day. || cover any disposition on the part of any Sena- 


| postponement for that period. 


disposition of the public lands, for the postpone- 
ment proposed by the Senator from Delaware, 
with great pleasure, but for one thing: | feel that 
if this motion succeeds it necessarily carries with 
it all of the other land bills; for, 1 take it for 
granted, that the Senate would not postpone the 
bill in which the Senator from Louisiana takes so 
deep an interest, and then allow others to have 
their bills taken up and passed before disposing of 
his bill. If the motion succeeds, it necessarily 
carries with it all the other bills. With that view 
of the case | should vote for the motion, although 
it operates hardly on myself,if | had any assur- 
ance that when Monday comes the Senate will 
take up the bills and act upon them. But if we 
postpone a bill for a week, at the instance of the 
Senator from Delaware, how shall we refuse to 
postpone it for another week for some other Sen- 
ator, and another week for some other, until these 
bills, by appeals to our courtesy, shall be post- 
poned trom time to time to the end of the session, 
or so near the end that it will be impossible to 
procure the action of the House of Representa- 
tives upon them? 

Sir, | am willing, as a young Senator, to yield 
everything in the way of courtesy which | can | 
yield in justice to my State; but when appeals to 
my better feelings, and to my courtesy, are made, 
which involve a surrender of the nghts of my 
constituents and of my State, | feel that more is 
asked than | can give. If, in accordance with the 
suggestion of the Senator from Arkansas, the 
Senator from Delaware thinks he will be prepared 
to go on in two days, and with the hope that when 
that time shall have expired, other Senators will 
be prepared to pursue the discussion, so far as it 
is to be considered at all, | am willing to vote for a 


Beyond that I do 


n@tee! disposed to go. 

r. BADGER. Mr. President, 1 hope there 
will not be any serious objection to granting to 
the Senator from Delaware that which he asks. 
Personally, I have no wish to delay the passage 
of any of these bills; no wish to discuss them; no 
desire to occupy time upon them; but I am very 
certain that at no time since | have been a member 
of this body, would such a request, supported by 
such reasons, be fullowed by anything else, on 
the part of the Senate, than an acquiescence in the 
proposal of the gentleman who asks the favor. 
With regard to the suggestion of my friend from 
Mississippi, that we shall be called upon to post- 
pone another week for another gentleman, permit 
me to say that, if we were to adopt that idea as 
the rule by which we should determine upon an 
application to extend a courtesy to any gentleman 
of the Senate, we should have to begin and refuse 
giving courtesy at all, because, undoubtedly, that 
courtesy may be abused; but | can assure him of 
one thing: as far as | am concerned, if I shall dis- 


S 


| upon on the day assignated ? 
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tor to pursue such a course as he has suggested, 
he will never command my vote for arding*him in 
it. But the case is this: the Senator from Dela- 
ware says he wishes to discuss the whole principle 
of these appropriations. He is not prepared to do 
it now, but will be on Monday. It is suggested 
to postpone to Wednesday or Thursday; but I 
think my friends will perceive in a moment that 
that postponement will accomplish no purpose, 
because we have not the slixhtest reason to believe 
that by Thursday the Nebraska bill will be out of 
the way. I think, therefore, that what is asked 
ought to be conceded to the honorable Senator, 
and that, in reality, my friend from Mississippi 
will be mistaken in supposing that there will be 
any disposition in the Senate—and I hope there 
will be none in any Senator—to make, by a sue- 
cession of applications of this kind, an unneces- 
sary delay in the passage of the bill. 

Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, it has seemed 
to me, for several days past, that, instead of being 
in the Senate of the United States, we had fallen 
into a county court, and that, when a Senator, 
standing upon his own sense of his responsibili- 
ties to his constituents and to the country, ap- 
pealed to the Senate for the customary courtesy, 
his statements were examined and scrutinized 
with the care which is taken to scrutinize the affi- 
davits of a party seeking to delay the trial of a 
cause. Now, sir, | think it is due to the honor- 
able Senator from Delaware that he should not be 
placed in a false position on this subject. Sur- 
prise is expressed that he is not prepared at this 
time, and that he may not be prepared on Thurs- 
day next, to discuss the general principle involved 
in the policy of granting lands for railroads to the 
States. Sir, I should, on the other hand, be very 
much surprised if he was, under all the circum- 
stances, prepared now; and | shall esteem it very 
creditable to him when I see that he is prepared 
to discuss this great question on Monday next— 
the day he himself assigns. No Senator who 
heard the argument—distinguished for its acumen, 
distinguished for its ability, distinguished for its 
research, and distinguished for its candor—with 
which that Senator furnished this body upon the 
question of the contested-election case from Ver- 
mont, can be surprised that he is not prepured to 
follow that, within three or four days, by a simi- 
lar argument upon the question on which he de- 
sires to address the Senate. Besides that, | doubt 
not that the honorable Senator has been pressed, 
as we haveall been pressed, by the great question 
which now occupies the attention of the Senate, to 
the exclusion of everything else; and has felt the 
necessity of being prepared to express his opinion 
upon it to-day, because a vote might be required 
of him to-day. 

I have madethese remarks because I thought 
there was reason to fear injustice would be done 
to the honorable Senator by supposing that he 
ought to be prepared to discuss this subject at this 
moment. Il have always voted for every one of 
these bills, though I have no personal interest in 
them 

Mr. SLIDELL. Ifthe honorable Senator from 
New York will excuse me, I will state, that, after 
consultation with the friends of these various bills, 
we assent to the suggestion that the consideration 
of this bill be postponed to Monday next, with, 
however, the distinct understanding, in which I 
hope the Senate will generally acquiesce, that 
ee" it does come up on Monday, the bill will be 

isposed of. 

Mr. SEWARD. I willbarely add that I have, 
of course, nothing to say on that subject. I am, 
with the honorable Senator, in favor of these bills; 
but I give notice to honorable Senators who desire 
the passage of these bills, that, if they expect my 
vote at the price of a courtesy due to a Senator 
from one of the old thirteen States, they will never 
get it, even for their bills. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. As one of those Sen- 
ators, I repudiate the lecture which has been read 
to me by the honorable Senator from New York. 
It is inas bad taste as is his eulogium in reference 
to a pending matter, on which the Senate of the 
United States are called to vote, touching a high 
constitutional question. I submit to none from 
him. I take none from him. I throw it back 
upon him. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I wish to know if it is the 
general understanding that the bills will be acted 

I do not understand 
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bill when it comes up. 
Nobody ex pe ts that. 

All that we ask ts, that when 
ys come up they shall be considered with- 
out any ary delay. 

Vr. DAWSON. All that I mean to be under- 
stood shall be 


tinnece 


from my 


acquiescence is, that it 
considered pohte towards these bills to take them 
upon the day named. 

The motion to postpone the farther considera- 


tion of the bill until! Monday next was acreed to. 
N that 

the Calendar, which have been reported 
| 


Mr. GWID 


toon 


Il now move all the other 


in favorably by the Committee on Public Lands, 
and which propose to make grants of the public 
land ttothe States 


several for railroad purposes, 
@ postponed to the same day. 

Mr. BAYARD. I tand that all these 
bille are framed in exactly the same way, with no 
variation, except as to the termini, and, of course, 
the quantity of land to be taken, according to the 
length of the road. 

Mr. JOHNSON. That is all. 

Mr. GWIN. My object is that we may take 
up all these bills and pass them at once; not pass 
one to-day, and one six weeks hence, which | 
think unjust. 

Mr. BUTLER. The gentleman takes it for 
rranted that all these bills will be passe d. {Laugh- 
ter. | I have no doubt of it. 

Mr. BADGER. By common consent it can be 
understood that these bills will come up one after 
the other 

Mr. Gwin’s motion was agreed to. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

On motion by Me. BUTLER, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; 
and after some time spent in the consideration 
thereof, the doors were reopened, 

And the Senate adjourned. 


under 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, February 13, 1854. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. Witoram H. Mirpurn. 

The Journal of Friday was read and approved. 

Mr. J. Guancy Jones, a Representative elect 
from the State of Pennsylvania, in the place of 
Henry A. Muhlenberg, deceased, appeared and 
qualified by taking the usual oath to support the 
Constitution of the United Siates. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Interior, in 
obedience to a resolution of the House, passed on 
the 30th ultimo, transmitting a statement, showing, 
as near as may be, the number of acres of the 
public lands which have been donated by the 
Government of the United States, and for what 
purposes, specifying the quantity for each pur- 
pose, andin what States and Territories; which 
was ordered to lie upon the tableand be printed. 

The SPEAKER stated thatthe first business in 
order was theconsideration of a privileged motion. 


REMONSTRANCE AGAINST NEBRASKA BILL. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I ask the 
unanimous consent of the House to present the 
remonstrance of one hundred citizens of Savannah, 
Illinois, against the passage of any bill organiz- 
ing Nebraska Territory so that slavery can be in- 
troduced there. 


Prayer 


Mr. HAMILTON. I object, and call for the 
regular order of business. 
Mr. WASHBURNE. 


to suspend 


Is it in order to move 
the rules to enable me to present the 
rernionstrancer 

The SPEAKER. 
already a privileged motion pending over from 
Friday. It is a motion made by the gentleman 
from ‘lennessee [Mr. Jon s] to lay upon the table 
i | reported from a Committee of the Whole 
Hlouse, and afier a demand for the previous ques- 
tion had been Is it the pleasure of the 
Liouse to proceed to the consideration of that bill? 

Mr. WHEELER. What is it? 

The SPEAKER. It is Senate bill (No. 2) ** to 
indemnify the State of Indiana for the failure of 
title to a township of land granted to said State on 
her admission into the Union in 1816.” 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I believe that my col- 
learue, {Mr. Dunnam,] who has that bill especially 
in charge, is willing that it shall lie over until the 
next private bill day. 

The SPEAKER. 


bill wi 


It is not, because there is 


R€ conded. 


If there is no objection, the 
ll go over until Friday next. 

No objection was made. 

DEFICIENCY BILL. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Is it in order now to 
make a motion to suspend the rules? 
The SPEAKER. It is in order. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I submitted 
a motion to suspend the rules just now, and the 
Chair decided that it was not in order. 

TheSPEAKER. Nor was it in order until the 
bill reported from the Committee of the Whole 
House was disposed of. The gentleman from Il- 
linois did not address the Chair after that bill was 
disposed of, until the gentleman from Kentucky 
had been recognized. ‘This is the day set apart for 
the call of the States for resolutions, beginning with 
the State of New York. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Iam about to make 
a motion to suspend the rules, with a view to take 
up the motion that was laid upon the table the 
other day, to reconsider the vote by which the 
deficiency bill was rejected. 

it seems to be due trom the Committee of Ways 
and Means, perhaps, to make an effort, in some 
form, to resuscitate that or some other bill; and in 
order that the House may exactiy know what is 
proposed to be accomplished, if it will allow me, 
| will make a statement, not extending over two 
minutes, stating the steps designed to be taken. 

The SPEAKER. s it the pleasure of the 
House that the gentleman shall be indulged in the 
statement he proposes? 

| Cries of ** Go on 17?) 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I propose to move 
to suspend the rules to take up the motion to re- 
consider, which was laid upon the table. If the 
rules be suspended the motion will be taken up, 


and the question will be reconsidered. If recon- 


sidered, then it will be necessary to move to sus- | 


pend the rules, with a view to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was engrossed for a third read- 
ing. 

If the vote be reconsidered the question will then 
be, ‘* Shall the bill rejected the other day be en- 
crossed for a third reading?’’ At that ‘point of 
time, | propose, if I can get the floor, to move the 
bill which | hold in my hand as a substitute for 
the deficiency bill, which was rejected the oth’ 
day; and it is fair to notify the House that I shall 
move the previous question, which would bring 
the House to a vote between the bill which I hold 
in my hand and the bill which was rejected the 
other day. 

I will only add, that the bill in my hand is the 
deficiency bill as it came from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, together with the amendments 
put upon it by the recommendations of the com- 
mittees of this House. If this course be pursued 
it will give the House an opportunity to take 
either of the bills, or neither, whichever it may 
prefer. 

Mr. MeMULLIN obtained the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ken- 
tucky proposes to move to suspend the rules of 
the House, for the purpose of taking from the 
table the motion to reconsider the vote by which 
the deficiency bill was defeated. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. 1 will only add, that 


the effect will be to put boti#bills within the power | 
| of the House; and it can take either of them, or | 


neither of them, whichever it may prefer. I now 
move to suspend the rules. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vir. 
ginia (Mr. MeMu tux] was recognized by the 
Chair, and is now upon the floor. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I should like to be able to 
gratify the gentleman in his suggestion; but differ- 
ing with him, out and out, as to the parliamentary 
question involved, I cannot vote for the proposition, 
1 would most respectfully suggest to the cepsle- 
man from Kentucky, and the House, whether 
inasmuch as the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Meansis not in his place, this question 
should be mooted at this time ? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I will state to the 
gentleman that the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means is absent on necessary business, 
and that this motion is made by his consent. 

Mr. WHEELER. I demand the yeas and nays 
on the motion. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, obtained the 
floor. 

Mr. MecMULLIN. I have not yielded the floor. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is notinorder. The 
Chair has recognized the gentleman from Georgia, 
He may have sought the floor for the submission 
of a privileged question. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I suggest that the centle- 
man from Kentucky will withdraw what he has 
stated in respect toa substitute for the bill, because, 
perhaps, a majority of the House will not take 
that substitute. I would propose that he barely 
adopt such course as will again bring that bill be- 
fore the House. If the gentleman persist in sta- 
ting that he will offer the substitute, and call the 
previous question upon it, so as to bring the House 
to a direct vote between the bills, both, perhaps, 
will again be lost. , 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia has the floor. If discussion or explanation 
be allowed it is the gentleman’s right to be heard. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I only wish to make 
a single remark, in reply to what has been said by 
the gentleman from Georgia. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I will yield to the gentle- 
man, if it be the pleasure of the House. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. If the steps I have 
suggested be taken, when the question comes up 
on the substitute | propose, if a majority of the 
House is in favor of that substitute, it will be put 
in; if a majority is opposed to the substitute it 
will be voted down, and the question will then 
recur on the deficiency bill, which was defeated 
the other day. So the House will have choice 
between the two bills. 

Mr. FLORENCE. It is only fair, then, that 
the substitute be read to the House. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. It will be read. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I wish to ask the 
gentleman from Kentucky a question, that | may 
understand this proposition, and [I trust that he 
will be kind enough to give it answer. I would 
inquire whether the bill he proposes to submit as 
a substifute embraces the appropriation made by 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I will reply to the 
gentleman, that it does not embrace all of those 
items. 

It simply embraces the items reported from the 
Committee of Ways and Means originally, to- 
gether with those items which were added to it on 
the suggestion of other committees, and recom- 
mended by the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union for adoption by the House. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Will the gentleman from 
Virginia [Mr. McMutury] allow me to make a 
suggestion ? 

Several Memsers. 
sion. ° 

The SPEAKER. The Chair must interpose. 
The matter cannot be discussed unless by the 
unanimous consent of the House. The gentle- 
man from Kentucky (Mr. Brecxirince) has 
made a motion to suspend the rules of the House, 
for the purpose indicated by him, which is to sub- 
mit a motion to take from the table the vote by 
which the motion to reconsider was laid upon the 
table. No debate, and no explanation, is in order, 
unless it be conceded by the unanimous consent 
of the House. 

Mr. WALSH. I object to anything further on 
the subject. . ; 

The SPEAKER. If explanation or discussion 


I object to this discus- 
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be allowed at all, the gentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. MeMo uy} has the floor for that purpose. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I ask the gentleman from 
Virginia [Mr. McMu tury] to allow me to make 
a suggestion. 

Mr. LETCHER. I rise toa question of order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia Will state his question of order. 
~ Mr. LETCHER. I desireto know, Mr. Speaker, 
whether this debate is in order? 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order. 

Mr. LETCHER. Then insist on our adhér- 
ing to the rules of the House. 

A Member. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER. The yeas and nays are de- 
manded on the motion of the gentleman from 

ntucky [Mr. Breckinripce] to suspend the 

Mr. HAMILTON. I desire to ask a question 
for information: Whether it is not competent for 
the Committee of Ways and Means to havea sus- 
pension of the rules to refer the original bill tothe 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER. Itis competent for the House 
to take that course by a suspension of the rules. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I weuld like to understand 
what the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Breck- 
iIwRIDGE] himself—— 

The SPEAKER, (interrupting.) The gentle- 
man from Virginia [Mr. MeMu uty] was address- 
ing the Char. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Will the gentleman from 
Virginia allow me but a moment to make an in- 
quirys: 

The SPEAKER. The Chair must enforce the 
ri 


of order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair repeats that no 
discussion or,explanation is in order. 

Mr.CAMPBELL. Then | object to anything 
further in the matter. 

The SPEAKER. Atl debate and explanation 
is out of order. 

Mr. MecMULLIN. I desire to know if the 
Chair has entertained, under the rules of the 
House, the proposition of the gentleman from 
Kentucky, [Mr. BrecktnripGe?] 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair did entertain it it 
is competent for the House to do almost anything, 
when it chooses to set aside the rules of the House. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Then I hope the House 
will adhere to the rules. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I object to the gentleman 
from Kentucky, as being clearly out of order, and 
his course being in violation of the rules. 

TheSPEAKER. The motion of the gentleman 
rom Kentucky is to suspend all law. 

Mr. WHEELER. Has not this matter been 
laid upon the table once? 

Mr. ORR. I rise to ask a question for inform- 
ation. I desire to know if it is competent for the 
Committee of Waysand Meansto report another— 
a new—deficiency bill? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has no doubt 
about it. It will be for the Committee of Ways 
and Means itself to determine what its powers are. 

Mr. ORR. Then I hope the committee will 

adopt that course. 
_ Mr. PECKHAM. Mr. Speaker, I desire to 
inquire whether in the case any other than the or- 
dinary course should be taken? Why should 
not the Committee of Ways and Means retire and 
ch wt, in the ordinary way, another deficiency 
Lif 

The SPEAK ER. The Chair will be bound to 
arrest anything like discussion, because it is en- 
tirely out of order. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 
a single question. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair repeats that dis- 
cussion and explanation is out of order. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Then I rise toa privileged 
question. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. T object to the gentleman 
propounding any question, except a point of or- 
der be raised. 

Several MEMBERS. ** Question!’’ “* Question!” 

Mr. FLORENCE. Ido raisea point of order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania will state his point of order. 

Mr. FLORENCE. The point of order which 
I raise is this: that the gentleman from Kentuck ‘ 
having indicated his purpose to present a bill, it 


I desire to ask the Chair 


Mr. OLDS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to a question 
} 


is in order to have that bill read at the Clerk’s 
table. 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair rules that it is not 
in order. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Very well; that isall which 
I desired to know. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I find that the steps 
to be taken, and the objections made, are too nu- 
merous to enable me to carry the proposition I 
have made; and if it be in order to withdraw such 
motion [| will do so,and move tosuspend the rules 
so as to enable me to introduce the bill which | 
hold in my hand, and move that it be referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. ORR. That will do. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I have already in- 
dicated the nature of the bill | propose to intro- 
duce. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ken- 
tucky submits a motion 

Mr. CAMPBELL, (interrupting.) I desire to 
make an inquiry. Itis, whether the Committee 
of Ways and Means could not, when they are 
called upon in the regular order of committees, 
introduce this bill, without the necessity of a sus- 
pension of the rules? 

The SPEAKER. Most certainly. 

Mr. ORR. They might, when that committee 
is called, but the committee may not be called 
again for a week or more. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. BreckinripGe} submits a motion that 
the rules be suspended, so as to enable him to in- 
troduce a new deficiency bill. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. No, sir; the Chair 
mistakes. Itis not a new bill from the Commit- 
tee of Ways ‘and Means, but one introduced by 
me, upon my own responsibility. It is the bill 
originally reported from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, with such amendments as were recom- 
mended by the standing committees, and adopted 
by the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. DISNEY. I desire to inquire of the Chair 
whether the parliamentary law is not express and 
emphatic, that a matter being disposed of it is not 
in order, at the same session, to bring in thesame, 
in substance, before the House, no matter how it 
varies in detail? Is not that a fundamental par- 
liamentary law ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will respond. 
Suppose that—— 

Mr. DISNEY. The Chair will excuse me. 
One word further. I desire to say, that in my 
judgment—of the correctness of which I have no 
sort of doubt—that the decision of the Chair, and 
the original motion of the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, were strictly parliamentary, and that they 
indicated the only mode in which this House can 
arrive at the consideration of this bill at this time. 
But the pending motion is unparliamentary and 
dangerous as a precedent. = 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that the 
rule referred to by the gentleman from Ohio may 
be suspended by the positive order of the House. 
That is the subject upon which we are now en- 
gaged. The House can suspend not only that 
rule, but every other rule standing in the way of 
the introduction of that bill. Of this the Chair has 
ng doubt. 

Mr CAMPBELL I desire to inquire of the 
honorable gentleman from Kentucky, whether the 
bill which he proposes to introduce has ever been 
submitted to the Committee of Ways and Means? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I object to this discussion. 
We have already wasted time enough upon the 
matter, and | object to any conversation which is 
not in order. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I contend that it is in or- 
der to inquire whether the bill has been reported 
by the Committee of Ways and Means, or sub- 
mitted by them. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. 





With the permis- 


| sion of the Speaker, I will state what the bill is 


which is proposed to be referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. It is 
the bill as it originally came from the Committee 
of Ways and Means, together with the amend- 
ments recommended by the standing committees 
of this House. These are all the contents of the 
bill. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Will the gentleman allow 
me to ask him a question? 


4il 


Mr. PRESTON, (interrupting.) I ask the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky whether the amendments 
are those which the Committee of the Whole or- 
dered? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. The amendments 
put into the bill by the Committee of the Whole 
are not in this bill, with the exception of those 
which were recommended by the standing com- 
mittees of the House. If this bill is introduced 
and referred to the Committee of the Whole, gen- 
tiemen can move their amendments again. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Has this bill been sub- 
mitted and acted upon by the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and recommended by them? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. It has not been form- 
ally acted upon by that committee, but a majority 
of them have requested that it should be submitted 
to the House. 

Mr. WHEELER demanded the yeas and nays 
on the motion to suspend the rules. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Thegentleman 
from Kentucky says that this bill has received the 
approbation or sanction of a majority of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. I| beg leave to say 
to the House, that that committee has not been 
called together, and that 1 have never seen or heard 
of this bill before. Ithas not received my sanction. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I wish to make a 
personal statement. I did not offer this bill as 
coming from the Committee of Ways and Means; 
but, afler conversation with a majority of that 
committee, | determined, on my own responsibil- 
ity, to take this course, believing that it will meet 
their approval. In fact, [ do it at the request of a 
majority of the members of the committee. It is 
not the act of the committee, but my own indi- 
vidual act. My only object is to put it in the 
power of the House, if dissatisfied with the bill 
rejected the other day, to pass such a one asa ref- 
erence to the wants and interests of the country 
may require. 

Mr. ROBBINS. I have never been consulted 
jn the matter, but I desire that the bill may be 
recommitted to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, or referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. | know noth- 
ing about the bill. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Breck- 
INRIDGE’s motion, and there were—yeas 167, 
nays 72; as follows: 

Y EAS—Messers. James C. Allen, Willis Allen, Appleton, 
Ashe, Thomas H. Bayly, Banks, Barksdale, Belcher, Ben- 
nett, Benton, Bliss, Bocock, Breckinridge, Bridges, Chas 
tain, Chrisman, Clark, Clingman, Cobb, Colquitt, Craige, 
Curtis, John G. Davis, Thomas Davis, Dawson, Dean, 
Dent, Dowdell, Drum, Dunbar, Eastman, Eddy, Edmund- 
son, Ellison, English, Etheridge, Everhart, Fenton, Flagler, 
Fuller, Giddings, Goode, Green, Greenwood, Grow, Hamil 
ton, Andrew J. Harlan, Wiley P. Harris, Hastings, Hen 
dricks, Henn, Hibbard, Hughes, Johnson, Roland Jones, 
J. Glancy Jones, Kidwell, Kittredge, Kurtz, Lane, Latham, 
Macdonald, McMullin, McNair, Mace, Macy, Maxweil, 
Middieswarth, Smith Miller, Millson, Morrison, Murray, 
Nichols, Noble, Olds, Orr, Packer, Bisttop Perkins, Phelps, 
Phillips, Puryear, Richardson, Riddle, Robbins, Ruffin, Sey- 
mour, Shaw, Singleton, Skelton, Samuel A Smith, Wil 
liam R. Smith, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, 
Hestor L. Stevens, Stratton, Straub, Thurston, Trout, Vail, 
Vansant, Wade, Walker, Warren, Wells, John Went- 
worth, Daniel B. Wright, and Zollicoffer—107. 

NAYS—Mesers. Ball, Benson, Bugg, Campbell, Carpen- 
ter, Caruthers, Chase, Corwin, Cox, Crocker, Culiom, 
Dick, Dickinson, Disney, Edgerton, Edmands, Farley, 
Florence, Grey, Aaron Harlan, Harrison, Haven, Hiester, 
Hill, Hillyer, Hunt, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jon 
Kerr, Knox, Letcher, Lindley, McCulloch, McQueen, Mat 
teson, Maurice, John G. Miller, Morgan, Norton, Andrew 
Oliver. Mordecai Oliver, Peck, Peckham, Pennington, 
John Perkins, Pratt, Preston, Pringle, Reese, David Ritchie, 
Thomas Ritchey, Rogers, Russell, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sim 
mons, Gerrit Smith, George W. Smyth, Snodgrass, Alex 
ander H. Stephens, Andrew Stuart, John L. Taylor, Tracy, 
Tweed, Upham, Walbridge, Walsh, Ellihu B. Washburne, 
Israel Washburn, Wheeler, and Hendrick B. Wright—72. 

T'wo thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 

+ 
rules were not suspended. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. The House having 
indicated its sense in this respect, I wish now to 
make the motion which I originally made. I wiil 
make another effort for the purpose of getting the 
bill, in some form, before the House. ! move to 
suspend the rules, so as to take from the table 
the motion by which the deficiency bill was re- 
jected. 

Mr. HAMILTON. Upon that proposition I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. 
the effect of the last voie? 


W hat was 
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The SPEAKER. The rules were not suspended. 
Mr. WENTWORTH. I would ask the Chair 
if the motion now pending is the original motion 
by the gentleman from Kentucky? 
The SPEAKER. It is. 
Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio, 


made 


I wish to make the 


desire to vote under- 


inquiry of the Chair, as I 


ndingly, what the question really is before the 
aaa tl 

The SPEAKER. It is a motion to suspend the 
rules, soas lo take from the table the motion by 
which the deficiency bill was rejected. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. If this motion 
prevail, and the rules are suspended, will not the 

uestion then ** Shall the vote by which the 
deficiency bill was rejected be reconsidered ?”’ 

The SPEAKER. As put by the gentleman 
from Kentucky [Mr. Breckinripce] such is not 
the understanding of the Chair. The gentleman 
from Kentucky will again state his motion. 

{ 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. My motion 1s to 


suspend the rules for the purpose of taking from 


be, 


the table the motion laying upon the table the mo- 
tion to reconsider the voteby which the defic lency 
bill was rejected, 

Mr. STEPHENS. I will explain in afew words 
mv understanding of the quesuon. A motion was 


niade to lay the motion to reconsider upon the 


table,and carried. Ifthe House now reconsider the 
question, the question then coming up will be, 
Shall the motion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table The yeas and nays will be called upon 
that If the House vote that down, and the mo- 
tion to reconsider is not laid upon the table, the 
tion then will recur ** Shall the bill be recon- 
> ‘That is the exact course which I in- 
dicated the other day, by which the House could 
up the ball. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Breck- 
INKIDGe’s motion; and there were—yeas 102, nays 


que 


sidered 


avain get 


follows: 


Y EAS—Mesers. James C. Allen, Appleton, Thomas H. 
Bayly, , Barksdale, Benson, Bissell, Bliss, 
Bayee, Breckinridge, Bugg, Chastain, Clark, Cox, Craige, 
Crocker, Curtis, Thomas Davis, Dean, De Witt, Dickinson, 
Disney, Dunbar, Eddy, Edmands, Edmundson, Ellison, 
English. Etheridge, Ewing, Farley, Penton, Fuller, Gid 
dings, Goode, Greenwood, Aaron Harlan, Wiley P. Harris, 
Harrison, Hastogs, Haven, Henn, Hibbard, Hester, Hill, 
Huwthes, Ha johnson, George W Roland Jones, 
Kerr, Kidwell, Latham, Lindley, Linsiey, Macdonald, Me 
Nair, Macé, Macy. Maxwell. Middieswarth, Johu G. Miller, 
Smith Miller, Millson, Nichols, Noble, Mordecai Oliver, 
Bishop Perkins, Phelps, Phillips, Powell, Preston, Puryear, 
Richardson, Riddle, David Ritchie, Robbins, Rogers, Sim 
nies, Singleton, Skelton, Gerrit Smith, Samuel A, Smith, 
William KR. Smith, Riehard H,. Stanton, Alexander H. 
Hestor L. Stevens, Stratton, Straub, John L. 
Taylor, Thurston, Tweed, Upham, Vail, Vansant, Wade, 
Watker, Israel Washburn, Wells, Daniel B. Wright, and 
Zotlicotfer—102 

NAYS—M: Aiken, Willis Allen, Ashe, Ball, Belch 
er, Bennett, Benton, Bridges, Campbell, Carpenter, Chand 
ler, Chase, Chroisman, Clingman, Cobb, Colquitt, Corwin, 
Cullom, Cumming, John G. Davis, Dawson, Dent, Dow 
deli, Drum. Edgerton, Florence, Grev, Hamilton, Andrew 
J. Harlan, Hendriek-, Hillyer, Daniel T. Jones, J. Glancy 
Jones, Kittredge, Koox, Kurtz, Lane, Letcher, MeCul 
loch, MeMuthn, McQueen, Matteson, Maurice, Morgan, 
Mornsou, Murray, Norton, Olds, Andrew Oliver, Orr, 
Packer, Peek, Peckham, Pennington, John Perkins, Pratt, 
Pringle, Reese, Thomas Ritchey, Ruffin, Russell, Sabin, 
Suge, Sapp, Seward, Seymour, Shannon, Shaw, George 
W. smyth, Snodgrass, Andrew Stuart, Trout, Walbridge, 
Waleh, Warren, Etiihu B. Washburne, John Wentworth, 
Wheeler, and Hendrick B. Wright—77. 


So (two thirds not having voted in the aflirma- 

tive) the rules were not suspended. 
RESOLUTIONS, 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 1 havea resolution which 
I desire to offer, and to which, if the House will 
hear it read, | presume there will be no objection. 

Mr. WALSH. I object. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I move to suspend the 
rules, to enable me to offer the resolution; and 
now | ask that it may be read for information. 

‘The resolution was read by the Clerk, as follows: 


445 8S 


mnk tocock, 


Jones, 


Stephens 


Resolved, Thauhe Secretary ofthe Treasury be requested 
to transuiul to this House a statement showing the original 
cost of each custom house, including expenditure for sites 
as Well as for construction and improvements, and that he 
alsy state the entire expenditure for the last three years for 
salaries and other items of each of said custom-houses; 
and that he also state the amount of revenue collected at 
each place during the like period, so arranging the state- 


ment as to enable Congress lo see at what points the ex- | 


penditures exceed the returns. 
Mr. McMULLIN. 
of business. 
The SPEAKER. It is in order to move to sus- 
pend the rules. That motion has been made by 
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I call for the regular order | 


fore, for the time being, the regular order of busi- 
ness. 
Mr. McMULLIN. We are already in pos- 


session of the information which the gentleman 
} 
SseCcKSs. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. The information is not in 
the possession of the House in the form for which 
the resoluuuon provides. 

The question was put, and fifty-seven rose in 
the affirmative. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 
motion, 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Oxtps and 
VaiL appointed. 

‘The question was taken, and the tellers reported— 
ayes 69, noes not counted. 

So (two thirds of a quorum not having voted in 
the affirmative) the rules were not suspended. 


Mr. WENTWORTH of Illinois. 
resolution which I desire to introduce. 

Mr. WALSH. I object. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I moveto suspend the 
rules to enable me to introduce the resolution, I 
ask that it may be read for information, and to its 
reading | ask the earnest attention of the House, 
for | assure them it isa matter of great importance. 

The resolution was read for information, by the 
Clerk, as follows: 


I ask for tellers upon the 


Il have a 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
instructed, whenever they omitor change the estimates sent 
to them by any Departimentof the Government, to report 
the reason for such omission and change in writing. 


Mr. WENTWORTH. If this resolution be 
adopted, the House will be enabled to act under- 
standingly. {Laughter.] 

Mr. WALSH. I move to lay the resolution 
upon the table. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution is not yet be- 
fore the House. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I ask that the reso- 
lution may be read again. We want to under- 
stand distinctly upon what we are called upon to 
vote. 

The resolution was ezain read by the Clerk. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Now, Mr. Speaker, 
if this be adopted, we out West shall understand 
when—— 

The SPEAKER. No discussion can be per- 
mitted unul the rules are suspended, and the reso- 
lution regularly before the House. 

The question was taken, and the Speaker an- 
nounced that that the noes seemed to have it. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I demand the yeas 
and nays, and call for tellers on the yeas and nays. 

‘Tellers were not ordered—only three members 
rising. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Then I give up all 
hope of information. [Laughter.] 

The question was then put; and (two thirds not 
voting in favor thereof) the rules were not sus- 
pended. 

Mr. McMULLIN. 
of business. 

The SPEAKER. Resolutions are in order from 
the State of New York. 


Mr. MACE. I desire to offera resolution, and 
if it is objected to I shall move to suspend the 
rules. 

Mr. SAGE. 

Mr. MACE. 
rules. 

A Member. Read the resolution. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 


I call for the regular order 


I object to it. 
Then I move to suspend the 


Resolved, That a select committee be appointed to in- 
vestigate all mnstakes or frauds in 
money appropriated to the Collins steamers tor mail ser- 
vice, and other steamers for like services, with power to 
send for persons and papers. , 

Mr. WHEELER. I object to that resolution. 

The SPEAKER. The motion is to suspend 
the rules. 

The question was then put, and (two thirds 
voting in favor thereof) the rules were suspended. 

The question was then put on the resolution, 
and it was adopted. 


Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. I move to 
reconsider the vote by which the resolution was 
adopted, and to lay the motion to reconsider upon 
the table. 

The question was put on the latter motion, and 
it was agreed to. 


The SPEAKER. Resolutions are in order 


the gentleman from North Carolina, and is, there- || from the State of New York. 


BE. 


the disbursement of 


Feb. 


18, 


Mr. FLAGLER submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 
transmit to this House, as soon as practicable, a copy of the 
survey of the harbor atthe mouth of the Twelve Mite 


Creek, on Lake Ontario, made pursuant to an order of the 
Departmentin 1852. 


Mr. CHANDLER. I ask the consent of the 
House to introduce to-day the report from the 
joint committee relative to the wreck “of the 
steamer San Francisco, that it may be disposed of 
at once. 

Mr. WALSH. | I object. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I move to suspend the 
rules. ° 

The question was put, and (two thirds not 
voting in favor thereof) the rules were not sus- 
pended. 


Mr. MAURICE, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, introduced a bill; which was read a first and 
second time by its title, as follows, and referred 
to the Committee on Commerce: 

**A bill relative to ocean steamships.” 


[Here a message in writing was received from 
the President of the United States, by the hands 
of Mr. Sipney Wessrter, his Private Secretary. 

Mr. MURRAY. I should be glad, Mr. Speak- 
er, to have the message, which has just been re. 
ceived from the President of the United States, 
read to the House. 

Mr. WALSH. I object. 

Mr. OLIVER, of New York, in pursuance of 
previous notice, introduced a bill; which was read 
a first and second time by its title, as follows, and 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
§1ons: 

**A bill to provide pensions for revolutionary 
service.’’ 

Also, in pursuance of previous notice, intro- 
duced a bill; which was read a first and second 
time by its title, as follows, and ref€rred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions: 

**A bill to provide pensions to certain persons 
engaged in the land and naval service of the Uni- 
ted States in the war with Great Britain, declared 
by the United States 18th of June, 1812.” 


Mr. WHEELER. I now move to take up 
the resolution which I submitted two weeks since. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 
communicate to this House for what reasons the appro- 
priation of $50,000, made by the last Congress for the im- 
provement of the navigation of the Hudson river has been 
withheld? and, also, why some definite action has not been 
taken in reference to said improvement. 


Mr. HAMILTON. I object. 

Mr. WHEELER. I move to suspend the rules, 
for the purpose I have indicated. 

The question was taken, and the House refused 
to suspen: the rules. 

Mr. CUMMING offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making the port 
of Brooklyn, in the State of New York, a port of delivery, 
and that they report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. PERKINS, of New York. I offer the fol- 
lowing resolution, so that the Cormmittee of Ways 
and Means may again have the subject of the de- 
ficiencies of appropriations in their possession: 

Resolved, That so much of the President’s message, and 
the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, as relates to 
deficiencies in former appropriations be re-referrea to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. WALSH. I wish to debate that resolu- 
tion. 


The SPEAKER. The resolution accordingly 
lays over. 


Mr. WRIGHT, of Pennsylvania. I submit the 
following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be directed 
to inquire into the expediency of extending the provisions 
of the third and fourth sections of the act of Congress, en- 
titled “An act further to provide for the collection of duties 
on imports,” approved 2d March, 1833, so as to give the Su- 
preme Court of the United States jurisdiction of all cases, 
whether arising under the revenue laws, or any other law of 
the United States; and that they report by bill or otherwise. 

The question was put, and the resolution was 


adopted. 

Mr. STRAUB. I desire to present a memorial 
of citizens of the Society of Friends, in Pennsy!- 
vania, New Jersey, and Delawere, against the 
introduction of slavery into the Territory of Ne- 

| braska. 
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Mr. CLINGMAN. Mr. Speaker,can this me- 
morial come in under the rule? If not, I object 
to it. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- 
sy!vania, the Chair supposes, is aware of his right 
to present it at the Clerk’s desk, and have it re- 
ferre i 

Mr. STRAUB. I am aware I can take that 
course, and will do so. I now beg to offer the fol- 
lowing resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be requested 
to inquire into the expediency ¢ f reporting a resolution di 
recting the printing of thirty thousand additional copies of 
the Mechanical and Agricultural Patent Office Report of 
1453. for the use of new members of the House. 


Mr. WHEELER. 
resi lution. 

Mr. HAVEN. It goes to the Committee on 
Printing without a vote, and so it goes without 
debate. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution just reported 
will, under the express rule of the House, go to 
the Committee on Printing without a vote of the 
House, and will not, in the opinion of the Chair, 
go over as Other resolutions, proposed to be de- 
bated, do. 

The resolution was accordingly referred to the 
Committee on Printing. 

Mr. GROW. I propose the following resolu- 
tion, whieh is under the influence of the same rule: 

Resolved, That two thousand copies of the Report of the 
Postmaster General be printed, for the use of the Post Office 
Departuent. 

The SPEAKER. Under the rule referred to, 
that resolution goes to the Committee on Printing. 

it was so ordered. 

Mr. RITCHIE, of Pennsylvania. 
following resolution: 


I propose to debate that 


I move the 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of inereasing the sal 
ary of judges of the district court of the United States for 
the western digtrict of Pennsylvania, and that they report 
by bill or otherwise. 


The question was put, and the resolution was 
adopted. 

Mr. CHANDLER. 
lution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in 
structed to inquire into and report, at as early a day as pos- 
sible, on the expediency of causing to be constructed or 
purchased, in the city of Philadelphia, a building for the ac- 
commodation of the courts for the eastern districtof Penn- 
s\lvama, for the accommodation of the marshal and other 
officers of the court, and tor the safe keeping of the archives, 
aud also for the use of the post office in Philadelphia, 

Mr HIESTER, by unanimous consent, pre- 
sented the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of changing the 


I offer the following reso- 


present mode of anticipating the payment of the public 


debt of the United States, by withdrawal of the definite 
offers of the Secretary of the Treasury, and substituting 
therefor invitations to the holders of said debt to submit 
proposals for the surrender thereof, at rates to be specified 
according to some uniform system in such proposals, the 
lowest and most favorable of which may be accepted by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, at such times and rates, and 
in such amounts, as shall be deemed expedient; and that 
the said committee report thereon by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. FLORENCE, I propose to present to the 
House a memorial similar to that just presented 
by my colleague, [Mr. Srravs.] 

Mr. WALSH. I object; such memorials can 
be sent to the Clerk’s desk, under the rule. 

Mr. FLORENCE. <1 desire to say, that inas- 
much as | occupy a position opposed to the me- 
morialists 

[Cries of ** Order!” ‘*Order!’’] 

Mr. FLORENCE. [ask the Houseto extend 
to me the same courtesy. which was accorded to the 
gentieman from New York, [Mr. Curtine,] and 
to the gentleman from Delaware [Mr. Rippie] 
the other day. 

The SPEAKER. Is it the pleasure of the 
House to hear the gentleman from Pennsylvania? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. | object. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I moveto suspend the rules, 
80 as to enable me to explain the reasons why I 
present the memorial which | hold in my hand. 

Mr. WALSH. Iask the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania whether the memorial contains any writ- 
ten names, and whether it is competent for this 
House to take cognizance of any but written 
names? 


Mr. FLORENCE. 





I do not consider it proper 


at this time to answer the question of the gentle- | 


man from New York, [Mr. Watsu.] 


The SPEAKER. This discussion can only | 


be indulged by the unanimous consent of the 
House. 


Several Voices. ‘I object.”’ 

The question recurring upon the motion to sus- 
pend the rules, it was put, and decided in the af- 
firmative, upon a division—ayes 94, noes not 
counted. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I am very much indebted 
to the courtesy of the House for this privilege. | 
intended to say, that [ held in my hand a memorial 
of the religious society of Friends, of Pennsylva- 
nia, New Jersey, and Delaware, petitioning Con- 
gress against the passage of a law legalizing the 
introduction of slavery into Nebraska. 

Mr. DEAN. I rise to a question of order. 1 
understood that the rules were suspended for the 
purpose of allowing the gentleman to introduce 
the memorial, and not to make a speech. 

Phe SPEAKER. The rules were suspended 
for the purpose of allowing the gentleman to make 
an explanation, and not for the purpose of en- 
abling him to present the memorial which he held 
in his hand. 

Mr. FLORENCE. The gentleman from New 
York is out of order, as he very often is. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I differ entirely with these 
petitioners. I represent in this House a large 
number of the people who have so petitioned. 
| agree with them in scarcely a single declaration 
made in this petition; perhaps in none which 
bears any relation to the bill which has been jn- 
troduced for the organization of the Territory of 
Nebraska. I do not admit, with these memorial- 
ists, that the passage of the bill submitted from 
the Committee on Territories by the gentleman 
from Illinois [Mr. RicHarpson] contemplates the 
introduction of slavery into Nebraska. These 
petitioners say that it does. I do not so under- 
stand the object of the bill. I understand it to 
be perfectly in accordance with the action of Con- 
gress in enacting the series of measures known as 
the compromise acts of 1850, which brought peace 
to the country, and to the councils of the nation. 
This enactment I have, by my vote in this House, 
approved, and it, in my judgment, meets the 
approbation of a majority of my constituents. 
Inasmuch, then, as the petitioners are respectable 
and intelligent citizens of Pennsylvania, and mem- 
bers of a religious society of philanthropic and 
benevolent individuals, with many of whom I am 
intimately acquainted—a portion of them being 
among the most estimable of my constituents— 
| only desired to state to the House that they had 
so petitioned, and, in presenting it, to say | drd 
not agree with them; and that I intend, unless it 
is very materially altered, to vote for the bill in- 
troduced by the gentleman from Illinois, (Mr. 
Ricuarpson;]} for I conceive it proper and just, 
and is, most effectually, in my mind, best caleu- 
lated to put a stop to the periodical agitation of the 
question of slavery in Congress, and in the Union. 
1 am very much obliged for the courtesy of the 
House; and I desire, Mr. Speaker, to reiterate 
the deep sense of the obligation | am under for the 
kindness which has been so generously, and with 
so much unanimity, extended to me. 


Mr. MILLSON. 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of removing the marine 


hospital near Norfolk, to Craney Island, or some other 
point on Elizabeth river.”’ 


I offer the following resolu- 


The question was then taken, and the resolution 
was agreed to. 


Mr. LETCHER. 


I offer the following resolu- 
tion : 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be request 
ed to turnish to this House, at as early a day aspracticable, 
a copy ofthe circulars addressed by him to persons engaged 
in manufacturing and commercial pursuits, soliciting their 
views upon the best mode ef adjusting the tarifl, so as to 
bring it within the revenue standard, together with the re- 
plies received from all such persons. 


The question was then taken, and the resolution 
was agreed to. 


Mr. GOODE. 


tion: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re 
quested to cause to pe prepared for the use of this louse 
tabular statements exhibiting: 

First. Vhe area of each State and Territory, expressed in 
square miles and in acres. 

Second. The extent of public domain now remaining in 


I offer the following resolu- 


| each State and Territory, expressed in acres. 
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Third. The extent of public domain alienated by the 
Government of the United States in each State and ‘Terri- 
tory, distinguishing between that sold fora valuable con 
sideration and that given, granted, ceded, or conveyed, tor 
the purposes of education, pubtic buildings, internal im- 
provements, and miscellaneous objects 

1 . : 

The question ‘was then taken, and the résolu- 
tion was agreed to. 

Mr. EDMUNDSON. I offer the following res-' 
olution ; 


Resolved, That upon a call of the yeas and nays, every 


member be permitted to vote who is without the bar of the 


House betore the final result of the vote is declared by the 
Speaker. 


l ask that it be referred to the Committee on 
Rules. 

Mr. WALSH. 
the resolution, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I moveto suspend 
the rules, so that the resolution may be adopted 
at this time. ; 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Ifthe gentleman from Vir- 
ginia will allow me, I think | can make a sugges- 
tion, which will obviate the necessity for the adop- 
tion of the resolution he proposes to introduce. 
That branch of the duty assigned to the Commit- 
tee on Rules, and to which reference is had in this 
resolution, has been attended to by them. A ma- 
jority of the committee have agreed to report in 
favor of allowing any person who is within the 
bar before the call of the roll is finished to vote. 

Mr. JONES. It will bea long time before that 
report is acted upon. The case embraced in this 
resolution is so clearly and manifestly right in 
itself that | think we ought to act upon it now. 
The object of the resolution is merely that any 
member shall have the right to vote before the re- 
sult is announced. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I would suggest to the 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Epmunpson,] that 
he modify his resolution so as to provide that any 
member may vote before the call of the roll is fin- 
ished. As it reads now, it is before the final result 
of the vote is declared by the Speaker. 

Mr. EDMUNDSON. L accept the modification 
suggested by the gentleman from Ohio. 

The resolution, as modified, was then read, as 
follows: 


I object to the introduction of 


Resolved, That upon a call of the yeas and nays every 
member be permitted to vote who is without the bar of the 
House before the call of the roll is finished. 


The question then being on the suspension of 
the rules, it was taken and decided in the negative. 

Mr. EDMUNDSON demanded tellers, which 
were ordered; and Messrs. Deanand Bocock ap- 
pointed, 

The question was again put; and,upon a divi- 
sion, there were—ayes 89, noes not counted. 

Mr. JONES, of New York. As this resolu- 
tion, if adopted, will lead to very loose legislation 
upon the part of the House, | demand the yeas 
and nays upon the motion to suspend the rules. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and the result was— 
yeas 105, nays 61; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Jas C. Allen, Willis Allen, Ashe, Thos. 
H. Bayly, Ball, Banks, Barksdale, Belcher, Benton, Bocock, 
Boyce, Bridges, Bugg, Campbell, Carpenter, Caruthers, 
Chandler, Chase, Chastain, Chrisman, Clark, Clingman, 
Corwin, Cox, Crocker, Cumming, Curtis, John G. Davie, 
Dawson, Dean, Dent, De Witt, Dick, Dickinson, Dowdell, 
Eastman, Edmands, Edmundson, English, Etheridge, Ever, 
hart, Ewing, Flagler, Florence, Fuller, Giddings, Goode, 
Greenwood, Grow, Andrew J.Harlan, Hastings, Hendricks, 
Hiester, Hill, Hughes, Hunt, Geerge W. Jones, J. Glaney 
Jones, Keitt, Kerr, Knox, Latham, Letcher, Lindsley, Me- 
Mullin, Mace, Macy, Maxwell, Mayall, Middleswarth John 
G. Miller, Noble, Norton, Olds, Mordecai Oliver, Packer, 
Pennington, John Perkins, Pratt, Preston, Richardson, 
Riddle, David Rutehie, Rogers, Russell, Sapp, Skelton, Ger 
rit Smith, Samuel A. Smim, William R. Saath, George W. 
Smyth, Snodgrass, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stan 
ton, Straub, Andrew Stwart, Thurston, Tweed, Upham, 
Vail, Wade, Walbridge, Wheeler, Witte, and Hendrick BR. 
W right—105 

NAYS—Mesers. Appleton, Bissell, Breckinridge, Cham 
herlain, Cobb, Coiquitt, Craige, Catlom, Drum, Dunham, 
Eddy, Edgerton, Ellison, Farley, Grey, Hamilton, Aaron 
Harlan, Harrison, Haven, Hibbard, Hillyer, Daniel T 
Jones, Roland Jones, Kurtz, Lane, Macdonald, M Nair, 
MeQueen, Matteson, Maurice, Smith Miller, Milleen, Mor 
gan, Murray, Nichols, Andrew Oliver, Orr, Peck, Peckham, 
Bishop Perkins, Phelps, Puryear, Reese, Thomas Ritchey, 
Robbins, Ruffin, Sage, Seymour, Shaw, Simmons, Sing! 
ton, Hestor L. Stevens, Stratton, Vracy, Trout. Va 
Walker, Walsh, Warren, John Wentworth, and Z 
fer—6l. 


So (two thirds not having voted in the affim- 
ative) the rules were not suspended. 


Pending the call of the roll— 
Mr. BENSON asked to vote. 
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ventleman within 


TheSPEAKER. Was the 
name was called? 
1 was not, having been called 


the bar when his 

Mr. BENSON t 
out by a friend not privileged one minute before; 
the reason why I wish to vote *‘ aye, 
The 
te by the unanimous consent of the House. 
Mr. WALSH I object. 

Mr. BOCOCK. introduced a joint re 
providing the manner in which naval supplies may 
be furnished in certain cases therein mentioned; 
which was read a first and second time by its title 
and referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. BOCOCK. 1 wish to state to the House, 
that if the resolution just read, and referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, be approved by that 
committee, when it shall be reported to the House 
by them, I will ask to put it upon its passage, for 
pardionter reasons, which I shall then give to the 
House. I make this statement for the purpose 
of requesting members to examine it, so that they 
may be prepared to act upon it when it shall come 
up for consideration 

Mr. FULLER. 
desire to offer. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I object, and call for the 
reeular order of bus ness, 

The SPEAKER. ‘The introduction of the res- 
olution having been objected to, resolutions are in 
order from the State of Virginia. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. At the request of 
my friend from Maine, [Mr. Futier,] | offer the 
resolution which he just now asked consent to 
otter. 

The resolution was then read by the Clerk, as 
follows: 


} 
and thati 


because my same st 


The SPEAKER 


sO € rly on the roll. 
‘ 
gentleman can only 


vo 


solution, 





, 


1 
) 


I have a resolution which I 


Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of printing ten thousand 
extra copies of so much of the report of the Secretary ot 
the Treasury and accompanying papers as relates to the 
present tani? laws. 


Mr. WHEELER. 
resolution. 

Tne SPEAKER. Theresolution will goto the 
Committee on Printing, under the rules of the 
House, as a matter of necessity. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. I now offer the resolution 
for which I asked the unanimous consent of the 
House some minutes ago. 

The following resolution was then read, con- 
sidered, and agreed to: 

Reeolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested 
to transmit to this House a statement showing the original 
cost of each custom-house, including expenditure for sites 
as well as for construction and improvements, and that he 
also state the entire expenditure for the last three years for 
salaries and otheritems of each ofsaid custom houses; and 
that he also estate the amount of revenue collected at each 
place during the like period, so arranging the statement as 
to enable Congress to see at what points the expenditures 
exceed the returns. 


Mr. ASHE offered the following resolution; 
which was read, considered, and agreed to: 


| propose to debate that 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be in 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill 
to the following effect: That the commissioners of the town 
of Wiimington, North Carolina, be authorized to levy and 
collect a tonnage duty, not exceeding four cents per ton, 
upon all vessels not less than sixty tons, forthe purpose of 
cleaning out the obstructions in the mouth of Cape Fear; 
and that to effeet that purpose, the said commissioners be 
authorized to pledge the receipts from said tonnage duty to 
pay theinterest or principal, orany loan they may effect for 
that purpose: Provided, That the Legislature of North 
Carolina, at its next session, order and authorize such a 
tonnage duty 


Mr. CRAIGE submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States, if no 
incompatible with the public interest, be requested to in 
form this House whether anv negotiations have been opened 
by the Government of the United States with the Govern- 
ment of Peru, for the removal of the restrictions imposed 
by the latter Government upon the exporiation of guano 
from that country; and if so, whatis the present state of 
said negotiations. 


Mr. COBB. I offer the following resolution: 
and upon it | demand the previous question: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Wavs and Means be 
instructed to report back House bill No. 25, with a recom 
mendation that it do pass, which proposes to extend the 
time of the payment of the duties on railroad iron, by pay 
ing six per cent. Interest per annum. 


Mr. RITCHIE, of Pennsylvania. 
to debate that resolution. : 

The SPEAKER, The gentleman from Ala- 
bama has demanded the previous question. 

Mr. ROBBINS. Then I move that the resolu- 
tion do lie upon the table. 


I propose 


and nays; 
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Mr. COBB. On that motion I demand the yeas 
and I call for tellers on the yeas and 
nays. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. ROBBINS. I call for tellers on my mo- 
tion. 

l‘ellers were not ordered. 

Mr. DISNEY. Will the Chair cause 
lution to be read? 

The Clerk again read the resolution. 

Mr. DISNEY. Such a resolution was never 
heard of before in a legislative body. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. You can instruct 
the committee to report the bill back, but you can- 
not Mstruct them as to what recommendation they 
sh ill mm ike ° 

Mr. COBB. Does the gentleman mean to say 
that you cannot instruct a committee to report fa- 
vorably on a bill? 

Mr. DISNEY. 
in my life. 

Mr. COBB. It has been done in several cases 
—the bounty land bul, for instance. 

Mr. DISNEY. Oh, no! 

Mr. HAVEN obtained the floor. 

Mr. WALSH. Is this matter debatable. 

The SPEAKER. It is not. 

Mr. HAVEN. I rose simply for the purpose 
of inquiring if it was debatable, because if it is I 
desireto say a few words. 

The SPEAKER. It is not debatable. The 
question is on the motion to lay the resolution 
upon the table. 

The question was then put; and, on a division, 
there were eighty-six inthe affirmative. A further 
count was not insisted on. 

So the resolution lies upon the table. 


the reso- 


I never heard of such a thing 


Mr. PERKINS, of Louisiana, in pursuance of 
previous notice, introduced a bill, which was read 
a first and second time by its title, as follows, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims, 
and ordered to be printed: 

‘* A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Pierre Clermont 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would suggest, 
in reference to the bill which has just been referred, 
that it has not been usual to order the printing of 
a bill until it has been reported back from the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. PERKINS. 
customary course. 

TheSPEAKER. If there be no objection the 
order to print the bill will be rescinded. 

- There was no objection, and the order to print 
was rescinded. 


I desire only to pursue the 


Mr. HUNT, in pursuance of previous notice, 
introduced a bill; which was read a first and 
second time by its title, as follows, and reterred to 
the Committee on Public Lands: 

‘“*A bill granting to the State of Louisiana the 
right of way, and adonation of the public land, 
for the purpose of locating and constructing a rail- 
road from Algiers on the Mississippi river to the 
Sabine river.”’ 

Mr. JONES, of Louisiana, in pursuance of 
previous notice, introduced a bill; which was read 
a first and second time by its title, as follows, and 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims: 

‘© A bill granting the right of preémption to set- 
tlers upon the public land known as the ‘ Maison 
Rouge grant.’ ”’ 

Mr. DUNHAM. In my judgment the bill 
should be referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 


Mr. BALL offered the following resolution; 
which was read, and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Seeretary of the Treasury be re- 
quested te report to this House the names of the different 
persons, who, since the 4th of March, anno Domini 1853, 
have drawn from the Treasury of the United States any 
compensation, either as outfit or salary, for services as min- 


isters, plenipotentiaries, chargé d'affaires, or secretaries of 


legation at foreign ports, specifying particularly the amount 
paid to each respectively, the date of payment thereof, and 
the duration of their residence at the courts to which they 
were commissioned. ”’ 
Mr. OLDS. I move the following resolution. 
Resolved, That fifteen hundred extra copies of the Post- 


master General’s Annual Report be printed, for the use of 


the Post Office Department. 

Mr. OLDS. I move its reference to the Com- 
mittee on Printing. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution goes to that 
committee, under the rule, without motion. 


je 


Mr. TAYLOR. I move the following resoly- 
tion, and ask the previous question: ; 
Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be ir 

structed to inquire into the expediency of changing the a 
of the military asylum, near the city of Washington. fro 
its present location, to the estate of Mount Vernon. or . 
‘part thereof, if the same can be purchased at a rx asonable 
price; and that the said committee also Inquire and re ’ rt 
to this House the original cost of the present site of «a i 
as\ium, the quantity of-land contained therein, and th 
amount expended in improvements up to this date: aya 
that they report to this House, by bill or otherwise. - 


‘The question was put, and the resolution w 
adopted. 


rom 


as 


Mr. SAPP, in pursuance of previous notice 
asked and obtained leave to introducea bil]: which 
was read a first and second time by its title, as fol 
lows, and referred to the Committee on the Judici- 
ary: 

**A bill declaratory of the second section of the 
act of Congress, approved February 3, 1853, enti- 
tled ‘An act to continue half pay to certain widows 
and orphans.’ ”’ 


Mr. GREY, in pursuance of previous notice 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill: which 
was read a first and second time by its title, as fo|- 
lows, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands: 

‘** A bill granting to the State of Kentucky pub- 
lic lands to aid in the construction of certain rail. 
roads in that State.’’ 


Mr. PRESTON. I beg to offer the followin 
resolution, and I ask the indulgence of the House 
for one second to makea statement. Under recent 
decisions of the courts forgeries of land warrants 
have not been deemed to have been provided for: 
and persons who have committed such forgeries 
have escaped punishment. I hold in my hand 
some land warrants, the assignments to which 
have been forged, and I am advised, by the appro- 
priate Department, that the United States laws at 
present afford no remedy by which new warrants 
can be issued to persons who have geen deprived 
of their rights under these warrants. It strikes 
me, Mr. Speaker, that the United States should be 
in the same position as a bank on which forgeries 
are committed, and which is still responsible. | 
therefore ask to refer to the Committee on the Ju- 

| diciary the resolution which I now introduce, 
together with papers which I hold in my hand, 
containing evidence of the fact in the cases of Lewis 
Felden and Frederick Walzinger, with a view 
that the committee may report a bill to supply th: 
deficiency in the law. : 


The Clerk read theresolution, as follows : 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be 
structed to inquire into the propriety of providing by law 
for the proper punishment of persons who may forge 
signments of land warrants, or other instruments of writing 
affecting the rights of persons entitled to bounty lands 
under various laws of the United States in relation there 
to; and also to provide for the issue of new warrants wher 
the warrants have been wrongfully issued to persons 1 
entitled to lands, or where lands have been located or | 
ented to persons not entitled thereto, and without the neg 
ligence or wrongful act of the persons justly entitled to 
such bounty lands. 


The question was put,and the resolution was 
adopted. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ken- 
tucky also moves that certain papers be referred 
to that committee. Shall it be so ordered ? 

There being no objection, it was so ordered. 


Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, offered the fo! 


lowing resolution: 


Resolved, That a special committee of seven members 
be appointed by the Speaker to inquire and report to this 
House whether the appointment of military officers to su 
perintend the manufacture of firearms at the national ar 
mories, the construction of light houses, works of river and 
harbor improvement, the building of custom-houses and 

post offices, the construction of water works for the cities 

of Washington and Georgetown, the extension of the United 

States Capitol, and the survey and management of works 

of internal improvement by the States, is compatible wit 

the publie interest, and consistent with the nature anc 
character of our civil government; that said committee ls? 

inquire and report to this House how many of these mil 

itary officers, in civil employment, are intrusted with th 

disbursement of the public funds without bond and security, 
and to what extent they have been allowed to make con 

tracts and purchase materials for the public use without t) 

usual advertisemert, and how their accounts are settled at 

the public Treasury ; that said committee further inquir 
whether the present embarrassment of the Engineer De- 
partment, for want of officers, complained of in the annual 
report of the colonel of the corps, is not occasioned by the 
withdrawal of said officers from their proper duties, ane 
their employment in civil services ; and whether tt Is expe” 
dient, under the circumst:nces, to grant an increase of se 
corps ; and that said committee have power to send for pe! 
' sons and papers. 
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Mr. STANTON. I move the previous ques- 
won. 
: Mr. BISSELL. 
to a committee. 

The SPEAKER. 


called for by the gentleman from Kentucky. 


I move to refer that resolution 
The previous question is 


Mr. BISSELL. I ask the gentieman to with- 
draw it, in order to enable me to move to refer 
the resolution tothe Committee on Military Affairs. 
One branch of the subject embraced in it is already 
before that committee, and it is properly there. 

Mr. STANTON. I would gladly accommodate 
the gentleman, but the committee to which he 
refers is the last one to which it should be sent. 

Mr. BOYCE. I move to lay the resolution 
upon the table. 

“Mr. ORR. 
ported again. — : , 

The resolution was again read by the Clerk. 

The question recurring upon the motion to lay 
the resolution upon the table, it was put, and de- 
cided in the negative—ayes 42, noes not counted. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. As this resolution 
contemplates a change of the rules as to the ap- 
pointment of a select committee, I would inquire 
of the Chair whether it does not require a two- 
thirds vote to carry it? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks not. 

Mr. BISSELL _ I wish to give notice, if this 
motion is not carried, that I shall move the refer- 
ence of this resolution to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

The question then being upon sustaining the 
demand for the previous question, it was taken, 
and there were—ayes 77, noes 50. 

So there was a second, and the main question 
was ordered to be put. 

Mr. LANE, of Indiana. I demand the yeas and 
nays upon the adoption of the resolution. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was then taken upon the adoption 
of the resolution; and there were—ayes 91, noes 
not counted. 

So the resolution was agreed to. 


Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, moved to re- 
consider the vote by which the resolution was 
adopted, and to lay the motion to reconsider upon 
the table; which latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. 
resolution: 

Resolved, That so much of the estimates from the vari 
ous Departments of the Government as relates to defi 
ciencies for the current fiscal year be recommitted to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

Upon the adoption of the resolution, I ask the 
previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The question was then taken, and the resolu- 
tion was agreed to. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I offer the follow- 
ing resolution, directing an inquiry on the part of 
the Committee on Public Lands: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire and report, by bill or otherwise— 

First, As to the propriety of repealing all laws requiring 
or authorizing the offering at publie sale to the highest bid 
der the public lands of the United States after being sur 
veyed, and before they are subject to private eutry 

Second, As to the propriety and expediency of providing 
by law, that the public lands of the United States shall be 
sold toactual settlers in limited quantities, at prices fixed, 
with a view to reimburse the Government for their cost by 
private entry, and in no other way. ; 

Third, As to. the expediency and propriety of ceding to 
the States, respectively, in which they are located, the pub- 
lic lands of the United States, which have been subject to 
private entry for a period of fifteen years, upon condition 
that such States shall dispose of the lands so ceded to any 
persons except actual settlers, in quantities not exceeding 


one half section to each settler, for a price not exceeding 
ten cents per acre. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
the resolution may be read again. 

Mr. JONES. I will state again that itis simply 
a resolution of inquiry. It provides for no defi- 
nite action. 

The resolution was again read by the Clerk. 

Mr. LANE, of Indiana. Is it in order to move 
an amendment to the resolution? 

The SPEAKER. It is in order. 

Mr. LANE. I would like to have a quarter 
Section Inserted instead of a half section. 
_ Mr. JONES. The committee can make that 
inquiry without special instructions. 

Mr. LANE. Very well; 1 will not move to 
amend at this time. 


I ask that the resolution may be re- 


I offer the following 


I ask that 
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Mr. BISSELL. [I would inquire of the Chair 
if the resolution is debatable? 

The SPEAKER. It is not. 
if debated. 

Mr. BISSELL. I desire to say a ward in ref- 
erence toit. But I do not wish to have it go over, 
and I will therefore refrain. 

Mr. JONES. I demand tellers upon the adop- 
tion of the resolution. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Camppeiu 
and VaiL were appointed. 

The question was then put; and the tellers re- 
ported—60 in the affirmative. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. 
and nays. 

Mr. COBB. I move the previous question, for 
fear some gentleman should propose to debate the 
resolution. Is the demand in order at this stage? 

TheSPEAKER. Itis. 

Mr. WALSH. I rise toa question of order. 
Is it in order to call the previous question on a 
resolution which must go over if it is discussed 
at all? ; 

The SPEAKER. Not after discussion has 
commenced. If discussion arises, the ruleis that 
the resolution must go over, but if the previous 
question is demanded and sustained, discussion 
cannot arise, and the practice 1s to bring the 
House to a vote under the operation of the pre- 
vious question. 

The question was then put, and the demand for 
the previous question was not seconded. 

Mr. WALSH. 
lution. 

The SPEAKER. Then the resolution lies over. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. I offer the fol- 
lowing resolution: 


It must fro over 


I call for the yeas 


I propose to debate the reso- 


Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land Claims 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of granting 
bounty lands to the officers and soldiers called out by his 
Excellency Newton Cannon, then Governor of the State of 
Tennessee, in the year 1836, for service inthe Florida war, 
and who were in the service of the United States, for a 
period less than one month, and that said committee report 
by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. BISSELL. What committee is it proposed 
to refer that resolution to? 

The SPEAKER. The Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

Mr. BISSELL. I move to amend the resolu- 
tion by striking out ** Committee on Private Land 
Claims,’’ and inserting ‘* Committee on Military 
Affairs ’’ in lieu thereof. I think that a resvlution 
of this sort, embracing a large class of cases, ought 
to go to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. CULLOM. I hopethe amendment of the 
gentleman from Iilinois will not prevail. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. I appeal to the 
gentleman to withdraw his amendment. 

Mr. BISSELL. The Committee on Military 
Affairs has heretofore had jurisdiction of ail such 
cases. Where one man comes forward claiming 
to have a right to land, his claim naturally goes to 
the Committee on Private Land Claims, but it is 
proposed by this resolution to embrace a very 
large class of cases 

The SPEAKER. Itis the duty of the Chair 
to lay the resolution over, if discussion arises. 

Mr. BISSELL. Well, I propose to discuss it. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. I will agree to 
the centleman’s amendment, rather than that the 
resolution should lie over. 

The SPEAKER. Is it the unanimous consent 
of the House that the resolution shall be referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs ? 

Mr. WALSH. I object. 


The resolution accordingly lies over. 





Mr. MILLER, of Indiana, in pursuance of 
previous notice, introduced ‘*A bill for the relief of 


Nathan Ewing, assignee of the interests of H. 
Richards;’’ which was read a first and swcond time 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. 


Mr. LANE, of Indiana, offered the. following 
resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolveds That the Committee on Commerce be in 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill 
compelling the captains or owners of all American vessels, 
sailing from American ports, to ship a certain number, of 
boys, between the ages of twelve and sixteen years, to in 
struct them in seamanship, the number to be proportioned 
according to the tonnage of the vessel. 


Mr. LANE also submitted the following reso- 
lution: 
Resolved, That the President of the United States be, and 


is hereby, requested to cause to be furnished to this Ho 


us 
at his earliest convenience, copies of all recommendation 
and other papers on file, ref ginany manner to t ' 
pointmentotthe marshal ot the | i States, by the p ‘ 
Administration, for the district of Indiann 
- I e ICN . 
Mr. I HELPS propose to debate the res 1oO 





and it Was laid over. 


Mr. JAMES C. ALLEN subi 


ing resolution; 
Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in 


structed to inquire into the expediency of so ame 


iitted the follow- 
which was ado; red: 


nding the 
act ot September 24, 1550, granting bounty land to all mi 


nor heirs of deceased soldiers, as to extend the provisions 


of said act to all the heirs of said deceased soldi 
were minors at the date of the passage of said act 
they report by bill or otherwise 


Mr. STRAUB. I move that the resolution be 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

The SPEAKER 

The resolution has been adopted, sending it to 
a different committee. The gentleman can only 
effect his object by moving to reconsid 
by which the resolution was adopted. 
Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois, submitted 


the following resolution: 


rs who 
, and that 


The motion is not in order. 


er the vote 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
instructed to ingQire into the expediency of re pealing the 
duties on salt and sugar. 

Mr. PERKINS, of Louisiana, nr posed to de- 
bate the resolution, and it was laid over. 

Mr. KNOX submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was adopted: 

Resolved, Thata special committee be appointed, with 


authority to act in the premises, to devise some plan for the 
better ventilation of this Hall. 


Mr. LINDLEY, in pursuance of previous 
notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a 
bill; which was read a first and second time by its 
title, as follows, and referred tothe Committee on 
Military Affairs: 

‘© A bill, entitled ‘An act to amend an act pro- 
viding for the payment of horses and other prop- 
erty lost or destroyed in the military service of 
the United States,’ approved March 3, 1849.” 

Mr. STEVENS, of Michigan, in pursuance of 
previous notice, asked and obtained leave to intro- 
duce bills; which were severally read a first and 
second time by their titles, as follow s, and referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands: 

‘¢A bill to enable the United States to make use 
of the solar compass in the public surveys;”’ 

‘¢ A bill to establish a land office in the lower 
peninsula of Michigan;”’ 

‘© A bill granting land to the Territory of Min- 
nesota, to aid inthe construction of certain railroads 
therein;”’ 

‘¢ A bill making a grant of land to aid in the con- 
struction of a railroad from Pontiac to Lake Su- 
perior;’’ and 

‘¢ A bill making a grant of land to the State of 
Michigan, to aid in the construction of the Port 
Huron and Lake Michigan railroad, from Port 
Huron to, or near the mouth of, Grand tiver, and 
a branch of the said railroad from Lapeer to the 
Straits of Mackinaw.”’ 

Mr. SMYTH, of Texas. 


resolution: 


l offer the following 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
instructed to inquire into the pro ty of great!) 
or wholly repealing, the duty on railroad iron 

Mr. HAMILTON. I propose to debate the 
resolution, and | move to lay it upon the table. 

A Member. 
that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. HA VEN. Is it in order to make any re 
marks in reference to the resoluti: 

The SPEAKER. It is not; and the motion is 
to lay the resolution upon the table. If not ob- 


jected o, it will be again reported. 


reduct 


I call for the ye is and nays on 


No objection being made, the resolution was 
again*read. 

Mr. STRAUB. 
Upon former occasions similar resolutions were 
introduced and voted down, and I wish to know 
whether itis in orderto again introduce resolu- 


I rise toa question of order. 


tions similar to those which have been voted down ? 
The SPEAKER. 


order, in the opinion of the Chair. 


Similar resolutions are in 
The question 
is upon the motion to lay the resolution upon t 
table. ; 

The question was then taken; and decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 80, nays 63; as ow 

Y EAS—Mezsers. Bal}, Banks, Belcher, Benson, Bridges, 
Bugg, Chandler, Corwin, Crocker, Cumming, Curtis 


Poa 


ST ee | are a 


a 
' 


ae pene 
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Thomas Davis, Dean, Dickinson, Disney, Drum, Dunham, 
Fastman, Edmands, Everhart, Farley, Fenton, Florence, 
Fuller. Grow, Hamilton, Aaron Harlan, Harrison, Hastings, 
Haven. Hibbard,Hiester, Hillyer, Ingersoll, Daniel T. Jones, 
George W. Jones, J. Glaney Jones, Kurtz, Letcher, Me 
‘ ulloc h. Macdonald, MeNair, Macy, Matteson, Maurice, 
Meacham. Middleswarth, Smith Miller, Morgan, Morrison, 
Murray. Packer, Peck, Peckham, Pennington, Pratt, Prin 
gle, David Kitehne, Robbins, Russell, Sabin, Sage, Simmons, 
Skelton, Gerrit Smith, Stratton, Straub, Thurston, Tracy, 
Trout. Tweed, Vail, Vansant, Walbridge,Walker, Walsh, 
Wine, Daniel B. Wright, Hendrick B. Wright, and Zolli- 
cotter At) 

NA YS—Mesers. Aiken, Willis Allen, Ashe, Thomas H. 
tayly, Bissell, Bocock, Breckinridge, Campbell, Chase 
Chastain, Clark, Clingman, Cobb, Craige, Cullom, John G. 
Davis, De Witt, Dowdell, Dunbar, Eddy, Edgerton, Ed 
mundson, Ellison, Etheridge, Giddings, Goode, Green, 
Hendricks, Henn, Hunt, Johnson, Roland 
Jones, Keitt, Kerr, Knox, Lane, Latham, Lindsley, MeMul 
ling MeQueen, Millson, Nichols, Norton, Olds, Andrew 
Oliver, Orr, John Perkins, Phillips, Puryear, Ready, Reese, 
Thomas Ritchey, Royers, Ruffin, Sapp, Shaw, George W. 
Binyth, Snodgrass, Frederick P. Stanton, Hestor L. Ste 
vens, Andrew Stuart, Upham, Wade, Ellibu B. Wash 
burne, and Wheeler—63. 


Greenwood, 


So the resolution was laid upon the table. 


Mr. RITCHIE, of Pennsylvania, moved to re- 
consider the vote Jast taken, and to lay the motion 
to reconsider upon the table; which latter motion 
was arreed to. 


Mr. BALL offered the following resolution; 
which was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Judiciary Committee be, and hereby 
is, instructed to inquire whether any legislation Is necessary 
to enable the United States to receive back money advanced 
for services thereafter to be performed, when the individual 
to whom the advance is made fails to perform the services ; 
and that they report by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. 
now adjourn. 

Mr. WELLS. I would inquire of the Chair, 
before that motion is put, whether all the States 
have been called through for resolutions? 

The SPEAKER. They have not. 

The question was then taken, and the motion 
was agreed to. 

The House accordingly (at three o’clock and 
twenty minutes) adjourned. 


I move that the House do 


IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, February 14, 1854. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a 
communication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
in answer to the resolution of the 3lst of January, 
calling for a statement of the amounts of money 
which have been allowed and paid under the acts 
of 26th of June 1834, and 29th of May, 1836, to 
the owners of several vessels sunk for the defense 
of the harbor of Baltimore; which, on the motion 
of Mr. Pearce, was ordered to lie on the table, 
and ‘be printed for the use of the Senate. 


SENATE DEBATES. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER laid before the 
Senate a communication from Mr. Robert Arm- 
strong, proprietor of the Washington Union, sur- 
rendering his contract to report and publish the 
debates of the Senate. 

On the motion of Mr. HAMLIN, the communi- 
cation was referred to the Committee on Printing. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. JOHNSON. The communication from 
Robert Armstrong, asking to be relieved from his 
contract, has been referred to the Committee on 
Printing. My attention has been drawn to the 
subject, and I have no doubt, that unless we take 
some action in regard to the printing of our re- 
ports, there may be some embarrassment to those 
Who do them. I therefore present the resolution 
which I hold in my hand, and ask that it may be 
considered by unanimous consent, and referred to 
the same committee: 

Resolved, That John C. Rives, the printer of the debates 
for the two Houses, furnish to the Senate the same number 
of copies of the debates and proceedings as are now fur 
nished to the House of Representatives. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Brigur.) 
it requires unanimous consent to consider the res- 
olution at this time. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Yes, sir; and 1 ask for that 
unanimous consent, so that the resolution may be 
referred to the Committee on Printing. At the 
proper time I shall give the reasons for it. 

The resolution was considered by unanimous | 


_ THE CONGRESSIONAL GL 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. BRODHEAD presented a memorial of 
citizens of Pennsylvania, Delaware,and New Jer- 
sey, praying a further appropriation for the com- 
pletion of the piers at Reedy Island; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, a petition of citizens of the State of Penn- | 
sylvania, remonstrating against the passage ofany | 
bill which will permit the introduction of slavery 
now, or at any future period, into the Territory of 
Nebraska; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. MASON presented the petition of the legal 
representatives of Captain James Purvis, captain 
in the Virginia continental line, praying commuta- 
tion pay and bounty lands; which was referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. BAYARD. I have three petitions, ad- 
dressed to the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, of which I will state the substance. The 
petitioners respectfully request that in the organi- 
zation of Nebraska, or any other Territory by law, 
the principle of non-intervention by Congress with 
slavery in the States and Territories recognized 
by the legislation of 1850, commonly called the 
compromise measures, may be adhered to; so that 
it may neither be legislated into, nor excluded frum, 
any ‘Territory, but left to the disposition of the 
people of the ‘Territory, subject only to the pro- 
visions and intent of the Constituuon. These 
three memorials are all in the same language; and 
as the subject-matter is now pending beiore the 
Senate, | move that they lie on the table. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. SEWARD presented a petition of citizens 
of Onondaga county, New York, remonstrating 
against the passage of the bill, in its present form, 
to organize the Territory of Nebraska; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, a petition of citizens of New York, re- 
monstrating against the ratification of any treaty 
by which it 1s proposed to establish an interna- 
tional copyright between the United States and 
Great Britain; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. ADAMS presented a memorial of the Le- 
gislature of Mississippi, praying that a grant of 
land be made to aid in the construction of the 
Mobile and New Orleans railroad, and all other | 
railroads now in progress in that State; which | 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands, | 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SUMNER presented a petition of citizens 
of Fitchburg and its vicinity, Massachusetts, 
praying a reduction in the rates of ocean postage; | 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. CHASE presented a petition of the Mayor 
and council, and other citizens of Sandusky, Ohio, | 
praying that the prohibition of slavery north of 
36° 30’, contained in the Missouri compromise, 
may not be repealed; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Mr. EVERETT presented the memorial of 
Eliza G. ‘Townsend, praying a pension on account 
of the services of her laté husband, Major David 
S. Townsend; which was referred to the Commit- 
vee on Pensions. 

Mr. PRATT presented a petition of officers of 
the Army stationed at Fort Myers, Florida, pray- 
ing that the commutation price of the Army ration 
may be increased; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. EVANS presented the petition of Thomas 
D. Jervey, deputy collector of the port of Charles- 
ton, praying an increase of salary; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BAYARD presented a petition of citizens 
of Pennsylvania, Delaware, and New Jersey, 
praying a further appropriation for tne completion 
of the herbor at Port Penn, on the Delaware; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- | 
merce. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 
Mr. SLIDELL, from the Committee on For- 


eign Relations, to whom was referred the petition 
of Harriet D. P. Baker, widow, and the children 
of John M. Baker, late Consul at Rio de Janeiro, 
praying compensation for diplomatic services al- 
leged to have been performed by her husband, 
submitted an adverse report thereon; which was 
ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom | 


OBE. 








United States Consul at Buenos Ayres, praying 
compensation for diplomatic services alleged to 
have been performed by him, submitted an adverge 
report thereon; which was ordered to be printed 

Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to whom was referred the bill to provide 
for the execution, by the courts of the United 
States, of commissions to take testimony issuing 
from the courts of justice of friendly nations, re- 
ported it back with sundry amendments, 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 

On motion by Mr. SLIDELL, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Charles G. Ridgely be with- 
drawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to the 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

CAPE FEAR RIVER. 

On the motion of Mr. BADGER, the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of the bill makine 
further appropriation for the improvement of the 
Cape Fear river, North Carolina. 

It was read a second time, and considered ag in 
Committee of the Whole. 

It is proposed by this bill to appropriate the sum 
of $140,000 for the year ending 30th June, 1855, 
to be expended under the superintendence of the 
Secretary of War, for the continuation of the im- 
provement of the Cape Fear river, North Carolina, 
at or near its communication with the ocean. [t 
is also proposed to appropriate the further sum of 
$60,000, or so much thereof as may be necessary, 
to refund to the citizens of Wilmington, North Car- 
olina, the amounts contributed by them to that im- 
provement, and expended thereon by the agent of 
the United States in charge of the work. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. I wish to inquire of 
the Senator from North Carolina, if the bill has 
been reported from the Committee on Commerce, 
and is in accordance with an estimate from the 
Department? 

Mr. BADGER. I will state to my friend that 
the bill has not been reported, for it was not re- 
ferred to the committee. It wasa subject perfectly 
understood by the Senate, and my friend at the 
head of the committee thought there was no neces- 
sity for a reference. 

Mr DODGE, of Iowa. Then I rise to express 
my entire approbation of the course of the honor- 
able Senator from North Carolina in reference to 
this matter. It is a course which I intend to pur- 
sue in regard to a subject of very great interest to 
the State from which I come. It is proper and 
right in itself that each of these bills should stand 
on its own merits, without being connected with 
any other. I shall vote for the bill with great 
pleasure. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read a third time, and passed. 


FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 

On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, the Senate re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill ‘ to provide 
for the ascertainment and satisfaction of claims of 
American citizens, for spoliations committed by 
the French prior to the 31st day of July, 1801;” 
the question being on ordering it to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

Mr. PETTIT. Mr. President, when this bill 
was postponed last week I had the floor, and de- 
signed saying a few additional words upon it, and 
but few. I will now, with the indulgence of the 
Senate, proceed to say them; premising, however, 
that they shall be short. 1 had nearly concluded 
my remarks; and I am now admonished, by the 
appearance of the desk of the Senator from Texas, 
[Mr. Hovsron,] that he is prepared for his greal- 
est and most decisive battle; having before him @ 
greater battery and stronger fortifications than he 
ever used on any former occasion. 

Mr. President, I wish to say in reference to this 
bill, and to the claimants for whose relief it '8 
intended, that prior to the remarks which I made 
last week upon it, I had never seen an origine! 
claimant for indemnity for these spoliations, 0° 
one who was such by succession, and I had never 
seen an agent, or attorney, or factor, for one 0! 
these claimants in my life. I could not, therefore, 
be suppose« to be influenced by any outside con 
sideration, or any other feeling than that whieh 
springs from the merits of the question itsel!. 
Having said this much, I propose to conclude my 
remarks by asking and answering a few questions: 

First, I wish to ask, are all Governments, ® 


Com- 


consent, and referred to the Committee on Printing. || was referred the memorial of E. Ritchie Dorr, late || such, bound by their duty to their citizens and 
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